. 
AN. 


E N 0 U 1 RY 


IN O THE 


Law of Nature 


AND 


REVELATION. 


'To which i is annexed, 


A D1scoURSE concerning the 
Mediator between G OD and 
"Mg. EN, I 


— 
2 * my ht * 


Ei Tis e Na. 7 wagas vai wor, { ory u 2780 ö o ro- 
Dafa de, 5 9. acc, Mia fat, Nig purra hopes, | 
Cura 7 75 eArb:ian, vp 5e dels rowore Eh. i 
SAA dt 0 ri 7s TH EQUTS  @meTns 2 a Wie, 


* L 6, $.21. 


77 el ho head — 


* 
— 


LONDON: 


printed for J. Noox, at the White Hart in. 
Clbeapſide, near Mercers-Chapel, 


Mee 


(Price 15. 6 d.) 


a. * 
* 
. 
x 
* 
ö * mes 7 
i - 24 
7 £ ; 
N % * 
v „ ww - 
7 
* 
ju . X * - 
” * 7 7 
” . * 
* ? ö 
1 
LY 
" Ky * . - 2 a. 7 
* e 2 is wa Coty i „ — 
3 * * WI. 
* 7 Y - 9 n 
gr” * 32 1 2 N 
12 . * — — . a D 
. — * * N * D 7 
— . ** — ">; "< * 1 * 8 © * 
* LS. < * 7 . Y 5 1 1 
- 8 77 F - . q S iO — 7 5 * 
y ri * 2 « 22 - 
* 
1 
- 
. 
* 
py 9 2 
hy 6, * A * _ 
» . _- * L A 
— | T7251 
. * C, 1 
4 & 1 N. 
8 by . J 0 
i % - * ”% by 1 : * 
* 0 \ -v CY * — 1 
& » — — Vie 
—— 
— d 
72 * * 
* + 1 . 0 
; : "Ik - 3 
* Y 
. PROS Y , 0 
ur „ nm Rry 1.0%, c 95 
„ 600 * * P . % £ ” 
KHIR 3% | 
| . 
* = * : pr = : - Y 
* 1 "1 —— —— — . * 
7 * "i * 3 4 
$+T..3 
c 1 2 | 
* 
LS * ® 
| . 5 o d A 
F ” 
4 4 5 . 6 a . - 
— . — — . *. 
4 1 2 -» — , ** 2 
* = 
4 1 , 
„ — 5 J 
i 0 * 
42 13 > ow : 5 % 1 * , FT 0 
7 
7 * 
4 1 
. * * *, 
* » 
: - 
_- * - — 5 
- 4 . — —_ 
. 
— . * * 5 
I * * * F * 
: * N — * 
* * 1 ” * 1 E w"\y A , 5 . 
1 x 
* * k 
: g 5 8 f 
2 , 7 ; CES — 
Ec. — 
* 7 pt 
- e 
. g * 
N „ . * x 
A a . © 4 % 4 , 
. - og 
0 = 
* . 
* 
* r were do DN Sear ed No ey 
N *. 8 —— — ov oa a I 2 — — — ũ— 9 
* — > oo 
a N S 1 " * 2 
4 x \ 4 4 
4 - 
3 
x 8 . 
; : 1 % > 4 I 
. \ ' = . YA Nen 
„ 8 v 
Lo * * *. * 
8 ** - - 3 
L „ 
: " * 8 — 9 
% © -7 Ca» "Y + — of I'D a ” 
. 964 — — 7 4 = 
. 78 . 5 wah ” _ > O - — 
Mi 1 - 
* 1 : 
# . * * 1 — o * 
\ ka 2 4<# 1 
* 
— — — . — . 
x 
1 PA 
i 4 — * " 1 N 
— — Ld 
- 
# « . g 
U 8 * 
* s 2 . 
% 
= 


ol 
. * 
a* > 
* - 
* - 
4 
. 
» 
id 
* 
* 
24.4 
gf 2 
2 4 8 * 
* _ *Y 
. 9 
— 


CHAP.L 


Of the Being of Gad, and bis natural and moral 
n. — —— pag. 1 


CHA P. IT. 


Of the Powers and Facu ines 2 the buman . 


bee Ft — TYP 


CHA P. III. 
AN Natural Religion. 


CHAP, IV. 


of Revealed Religion. 40 


SS 
Of the Torments "s Hell, and Jos of Heaven. 75 


A Diſcourſe concerning the Mediator between 
God and Men. 


CONTENTS, 


— 


* — — * — 
45 — — — _ * 
— 
— — — 
8 — — = — — 
— 1 bn 
— ” 


- 


— 
- * — — — 
a—_— * - — 
= — 1 
I A - - 
1 _ — PER "I" —— - * 
. „* — 2 — — — 2 - —_— — — 
A XZ « —_ — . . * 
4 —— : 2 4 — — — £ 
— . > LEE . — a * be 1 — — n 5 
4 — — 2 . SS. Sn — ">. = . 
— — AR 2 — 2 3 1 ; - 


— ge. 
—— 
— 


— — — 
. 1 - — - > > 
— — 

— — d = 

- Ol - = mage 


o — — 
— r ˙ ! — 
— owes 28 
oy 
— ys 
— 3 
— * - 
— .- 
* - ＋ 
— * 
Gao LR RE - 


— 
= — 
— * 
oy 


N 


5 
— "ot 2 1 ” "0 * —— "4s Mes p = 
— - 8 p 5 : "TO LT. * — , a 1 
— — — — pr * an A % . — 5 — pe = "_ 8 
. = 
pou - 32 32 _ — » - = \ — 22 — 

— — a - OA, — 2 *- o 

— — F: .- \ 


= 


1 


— — 
— == 
-— _ or 


vi 
| 1:0 
'; 
: N 
i 
G 1 N 
434M 
08 \ 
1 
: \ h 
== 
1 
1 
1 


Printed for J. Noox. 

IWrit by Mr. Joſ. Hallet, jun. 3 Volumes in 8vo. 
OL. 1. A free and impartial Study of the 
holy Scriptures recommended: Being 
Notes on ſome peculiar Texts; with Diſcourſes 
and Obſervations on various Subjects; ſome of 
which are, viz, + Chriſtians nat bound by any 
Authority of the Law of Moſes in the Ten Cam- 
mandments. 2. Of the Doxology at the End 
of the Lord's Prayer. Of bleſſing the Euchariſ- 
tical Elements, and of Grace before and after Meat. 
Of the Soul; its Immortality, Immateriality, &c. 
with the Impoſſibility of proving a future State 
by the Light of Nature; and of the Place where 
good Men ſhall dwell after the Reſurrection. 

Vol. 2. Containing, 1, A new Liſt of Errors 
noted in the preſent Hebrew Copies of the Old 
Teſtament. 2. Notes on ſeveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture. 3. Diſcourſes on the Reality, Kinds, and 
Number of our Saviour's Miracles, occaſion d by 
Mr. Moolſton's fix Diſcourſes. The Meaning of 
the word God, and the Doctrine of Providence. 
The Nature of Sacrifices; particularly of the Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt. The Original of Evil. 
| Vol. 3. Of the Lord's Day, its Time, Reaſon 
of its Name, Inſtitution; Of moral and poſitive 
Duties, their Diſtinction, which muſt give way, 
with divers Texts explained and conſidered. G 
two Parables. Of the Agapæ or Love Feaſts, their 
Inſtitution, Continuanes, with Tertullian 's, Phny's 
and Lucian s Account of them. Of the End of 
* the World. —No Sigh in Nature of it, the Scrip- 
ture- Account and Aflurance of it. Of Circum- 
ciſion and Baptiſm. Of Hereſy and Schiſm, 
their Nature, the Pope chief Heretick, the Guilt 
to whom imputed, Of the future Reſtoration 
of the Jews. 
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E N O 1 IRI 


INTO THE. 


Law of Nature and Revelation 


Of the Exiftence and Attributes of Gon, 


SE CT. 1, 


N \ 4 are ſurcounded with 10 many RA 
IV and undeniable. Evidences, of the 
2 Wa Exiſtence of one eternal and infinite 


all Things, that it may reaſonably be queſtion'd, 
whether there can be ſuch a Perſon 48 a * 
culative Atheiſt; or one who ſeriouſly di 
lieves the Being of God. 


.. 
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Mind, the Fountain and Original of 


5. . Ora By of Gov, : 

But what Clouds and Darkneſs may not a 
vicious Life bring upon the human Under 
ſtanding? And a Mind averſe to all divine 
Contemplations, perhaps, at laſt may fink into 
ſuch: a degree of Depravity and Folly, as to 
imagine there is no God, 

Such a Belief is horrible and dangerous to 
be Tnftulget: and he who will give himfelf 
leave- to think, can never take Sanctuary in 
Infidelity. 

For it there be a God, it is every Perſon's 
hi gheſt Intereſt and Wiſdom to be convinced 
Hus Becabſe all ſhall know it, ſooner or 
later. And it is better to be perſuaded, whilſt 
w have opportunity of acting ſuitably to ſuch 
a Perſuaſion, than defer the matter till we 
feel the Diſpleaſure of the omnipotent Arm 
we have defied: Conſequently,” we may hope, 
none will. be ſuch Enemies to themilelves, as 
obſtinately to refuſe the Force of ſuch Argu- 
| wy, as manifeſtly prove an Article of the 

9 5 Importance, and abfolutely neceſſary to 

Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. 

n e lc exiſts at preſent, there 
ga Pas been ſome Being exiſting of itſelf 
rom Etergity ; otherwiſe it is abſolutely im- 

; oflible. there ever ſhould have any thing been. 
Fi if it be ſuppos d that once there was no- 
w could any Creature, ever have be- 

gun = exiſt? It could not cauſe itſelf; for 
it could not act before it was. It could” not 


haye any Thing to eauſc it to be ; becauſe 
there 


Chap. 1. his Natural aud Moral Attributes. 3 


there was nothing. And conſequently, be- 
cauſe now there is ſomething, there muſt ſome 
Being have exiſted of itſelf from Eternity. 
As it is evident there cannot but be ſuch a 
Being exiſting of itſelf from Eternity, ſuch a 
Being muſt be abſolutely neceſſary, For a 
Being, which cannot but be, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſaty. 
No, have Things always exiſted by the 
abſolute neceſſity of their own Nature? Or 
have the Atoms of Matter been eternal, and 
by a lucky hit, ſometime, as they were in 
3 ſtruck in one with another, and form- 
ed themſelves according to the moſt exact Rules 
of Number, Weight, and Meaſure? Or hath 
there been a Series of Cauſes and Effects com- 
ing down, in an eternal and endleſs Progreſ- 
fion, without any firſt Cauſe, independent, 
and of itſelf ? 

Each Hypotheſis is, methinks, equally wild 
and abſurd :. and there is not one thing in the 


whole, in the leaſt likely or credible, For to 


talk of Things exiſting from Eternity, in the 
manner they are in, is to make thoſe Things 
neceſſary, which are manifeſtly not ſo. For 
what neceſſity has the Univerſe in itſelf, to 
cauſe it to exiſt of itſelf? And may not any 
ak or the whole, very eaſily oeaſe to be ? 
Nay, it is obvious all Things are diſpoſed to 
conſume and wear away, The Sun waſtes it- 
ſelf, in diſperſing kind Influences of Light 
and Heat. "The Seas exhaled i in; Clouds, by 
I. B 2 ſtill 


ficn to ſupport it. 


4 . Of the Being of Gov, - 

ſtill in Dews and Rains, and are converted 
into vegetable and animal Juices. 

_ Tho! we may apprehend Things reduced to 
their firſt Prineiples; yer it is not to be ima- 
gin'd, how the unintelligent Particles of Hear, 
and Drops of Dew, ſhould unerringly convey 
themſelves back again to their proper Fcun- 
tains from whence they came. | 


' Therefore upon Suppoſition of the Eternity 


of the World, it is plain, the Sun muſt have 


cer this day. 82 
Once more, beſides the conſtant Flux all 
Things are in, the late Diſcovery of unculti- 
vated Parts of the Earth, and the Improve- 
ment and new Invention of Arts and Sciences, 
and the Chronology and Hiſtory relating to 
the Age of the World, make it appear as yeiter- 
day, and its Years even as nothing compared 
with the Days of Eternity. [4 | 
Tucretius aſks, If the World was from Eter- 
'nity, how comes it to paſs, we have no Hi- 
ſtory of more early and ancient Date than the 
Theban War, and the ſacking of Trey? And 
indeed it may be reaſonably demanded, what 
Mankind were doing from Eternity, and how 
1t happened, they did not convey to Poſterity 
ſome account of their Lives and Exploits; nor 
ſo much as diſcover the Method of doing it ? 
But the Notion of the Eternity of the World 
is certainly only a F ancy, and has no Founda- 


been extinguiſhed , and the Seas exhauſted long 


Ag:in, 


Chap. 1. his Natural and Morat Attributes. 5 
Again, equally trifling and ſilly muſt it be 
to ſuppoſe its Atoms eternal, and the World 
formed out of them, merely by Chance. What 
Reaſon can any one have to imagine the Par- 
ticles of Matter to have beet from Eternity? 
Are there any Marks of neceſſary Exiſtence 
impreſs d on Lucretiuss Atoms? On the con- 
trary, they are ſo far from being unable not to 
be, that there are many Parts of Space without 
them. And ſo Lucretius muſt ſuppoſe, that 
his dancing Atoms might have liberty of play- 
ing themſelves. n 
Since Space is in many Places void of them, 
we can ſuppoſe it ſwept of them all: and 
hence Matter has nothing in itſelf to cauſe it 
to exiſt. | a 
But granting what is manifeſtly falſe and 
abſurd, that an infinite number of Atoms 
moved about in all Directions from Eternity, 
ſtill it is never to be credited, that blind and 
undiſcerning Fortune ſhould, from theſe, 
mould the World and all Things into this 
exact and amiable Form; even in ſuch mi- 
nute Degrees of Variety and Proportion, that 
the moſt perfect Wiſdom cannot mend the 
Work. nd 8 
We do not obſerve thoſe innumerable Atoms 
that frequent our Region, make any eſſays 
towards building a Town: nay, they ma 
play about for ever, and not erect one Houſe. 
How happened it, that Fortune ſhould 
frame the fair and lovely Univerſe, and ſince 
l be 
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6 \-1Of the Being of Go : 
be a4 to 8 nothing; of the remaining 
looſe and ſcattered Particles of Matter? 
If once there was not any thing but Atoms, 
joſtling in Heaps, and crouding, one upon an- 
other, and not the leaſt Underſtanding or 
Deſign to govern them, it is abſolutely im- 
poſſible there ever could have been either Con- 
trivance or Wiſdom in the World. For what 
a Thing hath not itſelf, it can't give to an- 
other. Atoms are unintelligent, and Fortune 
is blind; and if all Nature was once compriſed 
in theſe, whence came Knowledge, and where 
is the Place of Underſtanding ? 
Further, to ſay that the World was made 
by Chance, if the Phraſe have any meaning, 
muſt ſignify, that all Things ſtumbled into 
Being by meer accident: no reaſonable Being 
can be guilty of ſuch Folly, For ſuppoſe, 
this Perſon, that pretends to know nothing 
of the Origin of the World, viewing a ſtately 
Edifice, where he obſerves every thing ſur- 
priſingly grand, curious, and finiſhed with 
exquiſite Art and Skill; and enquiring who 
the Architect was, ſhould be told, it never 
had any, but that the Stones and Timber be- 
ing all in Atoms, one day, purely by chance 
united, and compoſed this elegant Structure, 
with all its: charming Furniture; would he not 
think the Man diſtracted, or worſe, that could 
tell ſuch an idle and incredible Story ? | 
Now what ſhameful Particlity+ is it, and 
what open and wicked Prejudice, to give Fa 
- 


Chap. 1. his Natural and Moral Attributes. 3 9 
ſelf ſuch an aceount ef the Origin of the World, 4 T4 
as thou canſt not'eredit, in reſpect of the Ar- 1 
chitecture of a Houſe? 183 

To conclude ; The Opinion of an infinite 44 
Series of Cauſes and Effects, all dependent one 1. 
upon another, in an eternal and endleſs Pro- 
greffion, without any firſt Canſe, independent 
and of itſelf, is the Idea of an infinite de- 
pending Body, — nothing to depend on: 
which is altogether fo contradictory, nonſen- 
ſical, and monſtrous, as no reaſonable Crea- 
ture can entertain it. 

In one word, all Abebunte of the Origina- 
tion of the Univerſe, otherwiſe than that it 
is the Effect of an abſolutely neceſſary, felf- N 
exiſtent, and eternal Mind, ed evidently moſt {if 194 
abſurd, unintelligible, and ridiculous. Fhere- in 
fore it is beyond diſpute certain there is a God, 
an infinite Spirit, or Mind, who has been of 
himfelf from Eternity, and cannot but remain 1 
fo to be for ever, unchangeable, all- powerful, 1 
every where preſent, all-knowing, moſt good, 134 
moſt juſt, and Se of * rr Perfec- 


| S E cr. II. | 0 ; 1 
GOD is a Spirit, or the mol infinite and 4 
perfect Reaſon, not clothed in Body, nor con- 1 
fined by Parts. Hence our Conceptions ſhould 1 
faſhion him into no Shape; hut conſider him mf 
intimate to every Creature, comprehendiny kl 
all Things in one view, and equally preſent AY 
104 always i! ( 10 
e 

: ll 1 

* | "R 
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8 Of the Being of Gov, 
3 8 the whole Dimenſions of 
boundleſs Space. | 

That God is an infinite Spirit, who hath 
exiſted from Eternity of himſelf, and inde- 
pendent of every thing, we have demonſtrated 
already. Some Being muſt have been from 
Eternity, for as much as there does ſomething 
exiſt at preſent. Now the Being which hath 
© always exiſted, muſt for that reaſon be in- 
dependent and of itſelf: becauſe nothing could 
be antecedent to it, either to give it Being, or 
for it to depend on. 

That Being which bath exiſted from Eter- 

nity of himſelf, muſt ſo continue for ever, 
without the leaſt Variation or Change: 
For, to be of one's ſelf from Eternity, very 
plainly includes Self-ſufficiency ; and : Self- 
ſufficiency as clearly comprehends all Perfec- 
tion: for in ſuch a Being nothing can be 
wanting. And where there is nothing lack- 
ing in a Being, it is not poſſible it can alter. 
For i it cannot change for the better, becauſe 
it is already abſolutely Perfect; and it cannot 
change for the worſe, becauſe a Being of in- 
finite Perfection cannot be ſuppos d capable of 
ſuch a miſtake, as to make an alteration to 
its Injury and Detriment. Conſequently God 
muſt remain ever the ſame. 

Hence, we may draw this Concluſion, 
God cannot properly be faid to repent. He 
is unchangeably determined by the perfect 


Reaſon ef his Mind to love Vurtue, and 55 
ura , or 


Chap. 1. his Natural and Moral Attributes. 9 
hor Vice. Therefore as any Creature turns 
from Sin, to Holineſs ; it muft grow in fas 
vour with him. 

Love and Hatred are, in a highly gurative 
Senſe, aſcribed to the divine Being. We muſt 
not harbour ſo groſs a Conceit, as that there 
can be any Tranſports of Paſſion in him. 
And conſequently when he is ſaid to love and 
hate, nothing more can be meant than thoſe 
Effects which, with Men, ſtand for Expreſs 
fions of Affection and Anget. | 

God is a Being of all Power. This Attri- 
bute is eaſy to be deduced from what has 
been proved already. For ſince all T — 
derive their Being, and have an entire D 
dence on him, who exiſts of himſelf, ay 
has his Dependence upon none; he muſt re- 
tain the Power of every thing in himſelf, and 
conſequently be omnipotent. 

It is moſt impertinent, and trifling to aſk, 
whether or no God can commit any Deceit 
or Falſhood ? whether he can cauſe both fides 
of a Contradicton to be true? and whether 
he can caufe himſelf not to exiſt ? For ſuch 
Actions are no proper Objects of Power; but 
argue great Weakneſs and Imperfection, and 
therefore cannot be attempted by Omnipo- 
tency. 

God is preſent every where. For that Be- 
ing which exiſts of itſelf, and upon whom all 
Creatures do rely, muſt needs be where there 
is any thing, * he — every thing. 


HFence, 


10 Of the Being of Gov, 

Hence, to ſuppoſe him abſent from any 
Place, involves this- grand Abſurdity, that he 
acts where he is not. 

To this it may be reply d, can he not 
manage the Affairs of the Univerſe by Agents? 
and where then is the Contradiction of ſuppo- 
ſing that he may act, where he is not? The 
Attribute of Independency is incommunica- 
ble to any Creature. For to be made inde- 
pendent is to be ſelf-ſufficient ; and Self: ſuf- 
ficiency includes all Perfection: and all poſſi- 
1 Perfection conſtitutes a God. (That there 

n poſſibly be but one God, is proved here- 
ater) Independency therefore can't be com- 
municated to any Creature. 

As no Creature can exiſt of elf God 
muſt be preſent to ſupport ſuch Agents as he 
imploys in the Government of the World; 
conſequently he muſt be omnipreſent. _ 

The pious Antients had a juſt Senſe of 
this. One of them, in his devout Medita- 
tions upon this grand Subject, breaks forth 
in this divine and elegant Deſcription: hi- 
ther ſhall I go from thy Spirit? whither ſhall J 
flee from thy preſence ? If I aſcend up into Hea- 
ven, thou art there: If I make my Bed in Hell, 
behold thou art there. If IT take the Wings of 
the Morning, and dwell in the uttermgſt Parts 
of the Sea; even there ſhall thy Hand lead me, 
and thy right Hand ſhall told me. 

God is infinite in Knowledge and Wiſdom. 
That there is Knowledge, or Underſtanding, 
| our 
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our own Experience aſſures us. Conſequent- 
ly, he that gave it, muſt be pofleſs'd of it. 
For it could not proceed from a Being void 
of it, We have already ſhown, that God is 
preſent every where, and that he is poſleſs'd 
of Knowledge. Where he is, there his Under- 
ſtanding is. But he exiſts every where, and 
conſequently, is intimately acquainted with 
all Things. The fore-quoted Author, in thoſe 
beautiful and lofty Expreſſions peculiar to 
himſelf, ſays, Lord, thou haſt ſearched me, 
and known me. Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting 
and my up-riſing; thou underſtandeſt my Thoughts 
afar off. Thou art acquainted with all my 
ways. For there is not a Word in my Tongue, 
but lo, O Lord, thou knoweſt it altogether. If I 
ſay, ſurely the Darkneſs ſhall cover me; even 
the Night ſhall be light about me: yea, the 
Darkneſs hideth not from thee ; but the Night 
ſhineth as the Day : yea, the Darkneſs and the 
Light are both alike to thee, 

He who knows all Things, muſt always 
perfectly underſtand the beſt and nobleſt Ends; 
and the propereſt and moſt certain Means of 
bringing ſuch Things to paſs: and therefore 
muſt be infinite in Wiſdom. | 


SECT 


AN omnipreſent Being, armed with irreſi- 
ſtible Power, and endued with perfect Know- 
ledge, is apt to beget formidable Apprehen- 

2 ſions, 


12 Of the Being of Go 
fions, when we confider theſe Attributes fe 
parately and alone. For Omnipreſence, in- 
mw with Omnipotence and infinite Know- 
ge, if not under the Direction of infinite 
— and juſtice, would be univerſal and 
— Craft, and capable of acting 
any Evil and Miſchief. But to complete the 
Notion of God, he is infinitely good and juſt. 
Quajipecionce: poſſeſs d of the higheſt Good- 
neſs and Benevolence, and of all Power to 
execute its gracious and merciful Deſigns, is 
the moſt extenſive Bleſſing. This perfects 
the divine Character, and renders God the 
moſt amiable and defirable Being in the Uni- 
verſe. 
God poſſeſſes all Goodneſs : For he is abſo- 
lutely — *pPy in himſelf, This he muſt be, 
as he is ſelf- ſufficient and endued with every 
Excellency. That Being which is perfectly 
happy, muſt be abſolutely good. For it is 
not to be denied, that as far as any evil Diſ- 
poſition prevails in any one's Mind, he is fo 
far wretched and miſerable. But the divine 
Being can't, without a Contradiction, be ſup- 
poſed in any degree uneaſy; and therefore, he 
muſt in all poſſible Degrees be good. 

He who is, in his own Nature, Goadneſs 
itſelf, muſt be highly pleaſed with the Exer- 
Ciſe of this Perfection. We may accordingly 
obſerve the divine Goodneſs exerted infinite 
ways, It iſſued forth in the Creation of the 


Voirerk, and. the Pieſorragion and Walks 
| Q 
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of all Creatures are conſtant Emanations from 
the ſame Fountain. | 

And we do not ſcruple to affirm, that at 
one and the ſame time God's Goodneſs, and 
all his other moral Attributes, his Benevo- 
lence, Patience, and Clemency, are demon- 
ſtrated. For in the elegant Phraſe of a moſt 
ſublime Writer, Goodneſs itſelf muſt be good 
to all, and his tender Mercies be over all his 
Works. 
From this Conſideration, it is moſt eaſy to 
deduce the divine Rectitude and Juſtice. For 
a perfectly good Being will invariably do, 
what is exactly right and fit. As far as any 
Being in the Adminiſtration of its Diſtribu- 
tions, neglects to weigh the real Merits of the 
Cauſe in an impartial Balance, and deviates 
from what its moral Senſe, or the Reaſon of 
its Mind dictates as fair, and equitable, (whe- 
ther the Guilty be acquitted, and the Innocent 
ſuffer; or the Sinner be rewarded together 
with the Virtuous,) it is govern'd more 
Caprice and Humour, than Equity and Rea- 
ſon; and is more under the Influence of fond 
Pity, than real Compaſſion. 

But perfect Goodneſs will do what is en- 
tirely juſt, But God is abſolutely good, and 
conſequently, will do what is right; and will 
moſt certainly render to all Men, according to 
their Works, | 


- 


SECT, 
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SECT. IV: 


FRO M theſe Perfections of the divine Na- 
ture, conſider'd together, it manifeſtly follows, 
there can be but one God: That this one 
God muſt exerciſe an univerſal Providence, 
enjoy entire Liberty, and poſſeſs every ima- 
inable Perfection, natural and moral. 
There can be but one God. For God has 


been demonſtrated a Being abſolutely neceſ- 


fary, and poſſeſſing ſuch Perfections as ſerve 
all the Occaſions of the Univerſe. All other 
Gods muſt, therefore, be moſt ſuperfluous and 
unneceſſary. A God there is no need of, 
muſt be no God. Conſequently, we may 
fairly conclude, there is one God, and there 
is none other. 

This one God exerciſes an univerſal Provi- 
dence. To conſtitute this extenſive Care, 


* 


reaching to the minuteſt Things, infinite In- 


telligence, endued with abſolute Goodneſs, and 
Power, and Omnipreſence, were only want- 
ed. For a perfectly good Being, which un- 
derſtands all Things, is able to do all Things, 
and is at once preſent to all Things, will moſt 
undeniably look after all Things. But we have 
ſhewn, God is ſuch a Being, and therefore the 
Exerciſe of divine Providence can't be diſputed. 
Finally, God enjoys the moſt abſolute Li- 
berty. For as far as any Being has Reaſon, 
and is able to govern itſelf by the — 
; 0 
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of the ſame, it evidently is ſo far free. But 
God is a Being of infinite Reaſon, of all 
Power and Goodneſs. Since he is almighty, 
he can without reſiſtance effect every thing, 
agreeable to his perfect Reaſon. As he is 
infinitely good, he cannot labour under any 
Motive, to act unſuitably, and contrary to 
the abſolute Reaſon of his own Mind; and 
muſt, therefore, poſſeſs moſt ample and en- 
tire Freedom. 4 

That Being, which can labour under no 
perverſe Biaſs, muſt be without moral Ble- 
miſh, and a Being of the moſt ſpotleſs Pu- 
rity and Holineſs. What poſſible Perfection 
elſe can be, is eminently in God, who is the 
bleſt Original of all Excellence and Happi- 
neſs. ea 

Now, ſeeing we are inſtructed in the moſt 
bright and diſtinguiſhing Characters of the 
divine Being; that his all-perfect Nature gives 
him a vaſt and infinite Preheminence ; that 
all have derived their Exiſtence from him, 
and have a conſtant Reliance on him, who 
only has Independency : hence, he muſt be 
worthy of our higheſt Eſteem and Affection. 
Therefore what a wicked Phrenſy has ſeized 
the Minds of thoſe, that labour to extinguiſh 
all Senſe and Feeling of the Being and Per- 
fections of God? For a fatherleſs and forlorn 
World (if it was poſſible there could be ſuch 
a thing) would be a moſt melancholy and 


affecting Object. And in what a hopeleſs and 
diſtracted 
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16 Of the Being of Gov. 
diſtracted State muſt Mankind be without God 
and Providence? 

. Thoſe are prophane Wretches indsed, chat | 
wiſh it in their power to turn the beſt and 
moſt defirable Being out of the World ; and 
thus take an effectual Method of plunging the 
whole into horrid Diſtraction and Miſery. 
The moſt black and diſmal Fears muſt often 
chill ſuch- wicked and deſperate Minds : and 
the gloomy Terrors of his Indignation whom 
they, at other times, have ventured to deride 
and defy, muſt raiſe the moſt violent and 
ſevere Storms of Conſternation in their evil 
and- timorous Breaſts. Let us therefore not 
entertain any atheiſtical Thoughts, being per- 
ſuaded they will produce vile Affections, and 

nickly turn to the moſt tremendous and 
ſhocking Apprehen fions : But always ghry, 
and rejoice in this, that e underfland and 
know, there is a God, who exerciſeth Loving= 
K indneſs, Judgment and Righteouſneſs in the 
Earth. I 
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CHAP, H. 
Of the Faculties, and Powers of tht 
Human Underſtanding. | 


8 E CT. 1. 
\ GOD, infinitely good, and wiſe, could 


have no view in Creation, but the Pres 
duction of Happineſs. For fince he was al- 
ways abſolutely perfe&, he could not propoſe 
any Advantage to himſelf from his Creatures, 
And as he is poſſeſs d of all poſſible Goodneſs, 
he can't be the Author of any Evil, or Mi- 
ſery. It muſt therefore have been to com- 
municate Felicity, that he made the Univerſe; 
and all thoſe neceſſary and entertaining Ob- 
jects ſuited to the Support and Happineſs of 
every Individual, and agreeable to its Na- 
ture. . 

Man, evidently, has very exalted and ſubs 
lime Faculties; and Powers fo enlarged, that 
nothing but God, ' can yield him real Content 
and Satisfaction, And it is unqueſtionable, 
therefore, that God will, by a free Inter- 
courſe with him, replete his Deſires and con- 
ſummate his Happineſs. : 

e D Man 


18 Of the Faculties, and Powers 
Man is certainly a Being, capable of all 
the various Modes of thinking: his Mind, 
from external Objects, ſoon becomes fut niſhed 
with a large Stock of fimple Notions ; and 
has a Power in itſelf of retaining ſuch Sub- 
jets of Thought, till it reflect upon, and 
compare them: and then, as it obſerves their 
Agreement, or Diſagreement, can join, or ſe- 

arate them; and in this manner, make in- 
numerable Deductions, argue, and diſcover 
this is true, that is falſe; this certain, the 
other uncertain. | 

Every Perſon, that in the leaſt obſerves 

what paſſes in his own Mind, will, by Ex- 
perience, find the Operation of the Powers 
of Retention, Reflection, Compariſon, of u- 
niting and disjoining Things as they agree or 
diſagree; and of arriving at the Diſcernment 
of Truth and Error, of Good and Evil. And 
ſince, in this manner, we muſt be ſenſible, 
the Soul acts, and that this is a juſt De ſcrip- 
tion of its Faculties, any one might as well 
diſpute, whether the Sun be in the F;rma- 
ment at Noon, as whether we be erdued 
with Reaſon and Underſtanding. For whilſt 
we behold the one in the Heavens, we feel 
as clearly the other in our Boſoms. And we 
may be as ſoon brought to doubt of the Rea- 
lity of Senſe, as Reaſon. 10 
The Mind has, likewiſe, a Power of act- 
ing conſiſtently with the Dictates of Reaſon; 
and of chuſing what it certainly perceives to 


WW be 
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be good, and of ſhunning what it diſtinctly 
knows to be evil. Thus, Man appears capa- 
ble of moral Government, and as he is im- 
mortal, he's a proper Subject of eternal Joy 
or Puniſhmene. 


SECT. II. 


HUMAN Liberty conſiſts in a Pawer of 
doing what is agreeable, and of avoiding what 


is diſagreeable to the Dictates of Reaſon, _ 


of our Duty and Happineſs. 

The Freedom of the ſupreme Being, con- 
fiſts in a Power of conducting himſelf, accor- 
ding to the Direction of his own infallible 
Reaſon, Chap. 1. page 15. 

And whereas it is impoſſible, he ſhould be 
under any perverſe Influence, to contradict 
or tranſgreſs the Dictates of his Mind, he is 
the moſt entirely free. 

Though human Liberty be not ſo perfect, 
yet it is of the ſame Nature with the divine, 
as every one muſt be convinced, that will 
fairly examine wherein the one and the other 
conſiſts. And conſequently, our Liberty is a 
Power of conforming our Actions, according 
to the Meaſure and Guidance of Reaſon, and 
the Will of God however ſignified to us. And 
therefore the more exact our Comportment 
with our Duty, the more entire is our Li- 
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Now to affirm, that Liberty, or a Power 
of acting ſuitably to the Law: of our Nature, 


implys a kind 'of Independency, and is incom- 
municable, is moſt abſurd and ridiculous. For 


if we were without Ability .of conforming 


to the Rules given to direct us, why ſhould 
Almighty God vouchſafe us Reaſon, and in 
various ways make us underſtand, it is his 


Pleaſure, and our Happineſs, that we ſhould 
act ſo and fo; whereas, at the very ſame time, 
he muſt know we can - nothing, but in 


every thing are acted upon? At this rate wo 
2 juſtly complain of — and cruel Ulage : 
fince thoſe very Powers, which we imagine 
make us ſuperiour to the Brutes, do, in rea- 
lity, render us inferiour, as they ſerve only to 
pour Inſults upon us; in requiring our Obe- 
tlience, when it is impoſſible for us to obey. 
If all be carried by irreſiſtible Impulſe, chen 
* are nothing but a Machine, or piece of 
Clock-wotk, merely paſſive. Why then do 
we approve ourſelves for this, and condemn 
durſelves for the contrary Action? How are 
we reckon'd to do any thing at all? for, to 
fay truly, we ſuffer all things. And why aro 
we ſometimes, pom Hope, elated and in 4 
Fool's Paradiſe; d again tormented with 
the oppreſſive r of vain Fear? while, 
in equity, we deſerve no more Reward or Pu- 
niſhment, than the Clock that points out the 
true Hour of the Day. But it is contrary to 
he known Benevolence of the divine Mind, to 


treat 
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treat any of his Creatures in a deluſory and 
ungenefous manner, We may be convinced, 
beyond all ſuſpicion, God has made our Ac- 
tions to reſult from, and be the Offspring of 
our own Choice, | | 

If we conſider what paſſes in our Minds, 
Experience acquaints us, that we are furniſhed 
with Freedom and Liberty. We find Con- 
ſcience, our Boſom- Judge, conſtantly declar- 
ing, that it is in our power to live up to the 
Dignity of our Natures; and that when we act 
contrary to Reaſon, the Fault is wholly our 
own, and therefore we are guilty and criminal. 

It is not ſo eaſy to ſtop the Clamours of 
our moral Senſe, as ſome imagine. For while 
we purſue any vicious Courſe, it is ſcarce poſ- 
ſible to keep it filent, but it will complaia 
and reproach us. | 
That we ſhould be cover'd with ſhame, 
and under the moſt intolerable Anguiſſi of 
Mind when we do Evil: and, on the other 
hand, that we ſhould applaud ourſelves, and 
be wrapt up in the higheſt pleaſure, when 
we live as becomes us ; can no other way be 
accounted for, but upon the Scheme of hu- 
man Laberty. 

It is not at all inconſiſtent with, and de- 
ſtructive of Freedom, to be determined by 
Motives. For this is only to ſee the Reaſons 
of our Choice; and be ſenſible of the Grounds 
of our Actions. In this manner, even God 
humſelf is always determined. For it is im- 
| E poſſible 
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poſſible he ſhould not underſtand the Reaſons 
of his Conduct. The more any Man ſearches 
into, and 1s determin'd by the beſt and moſt 
ſubſtantial Motives, the more entire is his 
Liberty. 
To oppoſe divine Preſcience againft the 
Freedom of the Creature, and to pretend 
God's Fore-knowledge deſtroys Man's Liber- 
ty; or human Freedom mult overturn divine 
Preſcience, 1s arguing in the dark. For we 


can't diſcern, whether there be any Connee- 


tion between the two Subjects. Tho' we can- 
not tell, how Almighty God foreknows all 
Things, we are ſure it is ſo, as not to infringe 
the leaſt upon the Liberty of his Creatures: 
becauſe, (as we have already ſhewn) it muſt 
be God's Deſign (as he hath made us rational 
and moral Agents) to inveſt us with Liberty, 
and we plainly diſcover we are free, But as 
for Preſcience, the moſt we know of it, is, 
that God foreſees all Things that will be, but 
this is no Cauſe of ſuch Actions, as he has 
made to depend upon the Choice of intelli- 
gent and free Creatures: becauſe, they would 
have as certainly choſe to act as they do, tho! 
this had been abſolutely unforeſeen, And con- 
ſequently, ſince Preſcience is no ways influ- 
ential to produce, or cauſe Men's Actions, -it 
can't be faid to be the Deſtroyer of human 


Liberty, and the Introducer of Fate and Ne- 


ceſſity; neither can the Freedom of the Crea- 
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ture be fairly repreſented at variance with, or 
ſubverſive of the Creator's Fore-knowledge. 
In one word: In all ſuch Inſtances, it is 
the ſureſt courſe to diſtinguiſh betwixt what 
is certain and uncertain ; and firmly adhere 
by Certainty, not diſturbing ourſelves with 
thoſe Points, where we cannot hope to arrive 
at it. And therefore ſince we feel ourſelves 
free, and underſtand this is a matter of the 
higheſt Importance to Religion and Virtue, 
we ought moſt ſtrenuouſly to plead for and 
defend human Liberty, the Pillar and Ground 
of all Goodneſs and Happineſs, and what only 
can render us rewardable. But for Preſcience, 
it is enough to know it is ſo conducted, as not 
to interfere with our Freedom, and it is need- 
leſs to trouble our Heads further about it. 
Indeed Liberty is in the greateſt danger 
from Man himſelf. For as it conſiſts in the 
Agreement of our Behaviour to our Reaſon, 
and to the Will and Pleaſure of God however 
declared ; it is obvious, that we may run 
counter to our Duty, till our Liberty of obey- 
ing our Reaſon be ſo weakned, that it will 
be very difficult to bring ourſelves to comport 
with it. Every bad Habit embaraſſes our 
Freedom ; and we may indulge our vile In- 
clinations and Paſſions, till we lock it in thoſe 
heavy Shackles, which will almoſt be too hard 
to get looſe from, Some ſurrender up their 
Liberty to Malice and Revenge, others to In- 
juſtice and Fraud, others to Debauchery and 
| Un- 
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24 Of the Faculties, and Powers . 
Uncleanneſs; and ſoon find it fo hard to curb 
themſelves, they are tempted to believe, they 
even are neceſſitated in all their Actions. | 

But though Men may bring themſelves to 
think fo, this, far from extenuating, muſt ag- 
gravate their Guilt; becauſe if they be under 
a fort of Neceſſity it is wilful, and they have 
induced it upon themſelves. And where this 
is the caſe, ſuch habituated Profligates are 


worthy of this horrid Character, They can't 


embrace the Truth, they can't ceaſe from Sin. 

T hope now I have made it evident, where- 
in human Liberty conſiſts, and that there ac- 
tually is ſuch a Thing, and in what way it 
is moſt in danger of being injured and loſt. 
Hence we may learn the Original of Sin and 
Miſery, and underſtand how it happens, that 
Things are ſo far departed from Hat happier 
Situation, they muſt at firſt have been in. 


„ 


WE find we become Sinners, by neglect- 
ing, or refuſing to act in conformity to our 
reaſonable Powers, and to the Will of God 
otherwiſe expreſſed to us. When Man had 
ſtronger Faculties, certainly Improvement and 
Obedience were then requir'd in proportion 
to his Strength; but this he was not ſo care- 
ful about, as he ought to have been, and ſo 


plunged himſelf into Sin, and Guilt, an d 5 
Miſery. qa ATI * L. 1 4% 43.8 


Hence, 
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Hence, Sin conſiſts in a wilful and choſen 
Refuſal of acting ſuitably to our Powers, and 


thoſe Privileges which infinite Goodneis vouch- 
ſafes, and whereby it diſtinguiſhes us. 

It manifeſtly follows, that the Wickedneſs 
and Miſery of Mankind cannot be juſtly at- 
tributed to any Defe& of the divine Good- 
neſs and Care for them. For it was the 
Riches of Goodneſs, that furniſhed us with 
ſuch ſuperiour Faculties, and it muſt be the 
height of Ingratitude to flight and abuſe them ; 
and what if we upon any terms conſent to, 
Guilt, Confuſion, and Wretchedneſs are ne- 


ceſſary Conſequences; which infinite Good- 


neſs, in conjunction with almighty Power, 
cannot prevent, but they wy unavoidably 
overtake us. 

God himſelf cannot bring us in clear, at 
the ſame time we are guilty and criminal. 
For he cannot cauſe a thing n not to be, while 
yet It is. 

Where there is Guilt, there will be a degree 
of Unhappinefs, in exact proportion to it. For 
Guilt always implies Trouble and Sorrow: 
and if Men chuſe to tranſgreſs the Laws of 
their Nature, they muſt endure the Conſe. 
quences of ſuch Folly. 

The divine Being, 20 never ſwerves from 
acting in conformity to the Truth and Rea- 
lity of Things, can't treat Men, that do not 


live ig Wh to the Power they have of 


uty, like thoſe who have con- 


gbeying their 
E ſcientiouſſy 
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a6 .Of the Faculties, and Powers . 
ſcientiouſſy obſerved it; becauſe this would 
be declaring the Rebellious and Wicked, Vir- 
tuous and Good, equally tneritorions ; and 
affirming Things to be, what they are not. 
It is therefore manifeſt, Sin is the Origin, 
and Source, of all thoſe innumerable Calami- 
ties we either experience at preſent, or are ap- 
rehenſive of hereafter. Thoſe Miſeries it 
3 upon us in this Life, ſeem to be de- 
ſigned, by Heaven, to awaken us out of our 
Security, that we may not only reffect upon 
its Evil and Malignity, but by a ſpeedy Re- 
reat, ag thoſe ſeverer Plagues which await 


* 


1 


it in the future World. 
From theſe Conſiderations, it plainly ap- 
pears, Man himſelf is the real Author of all 
the Miſery he feels now, or may endure here- 
n iiooral of 
"Fu any ould” aſk, why infinite Goodneſs 
YMevents not Sin, which produces fuch diſmal 
ffects in this and the coming World ? the 
Anſwer is caſy, Man is a rational and free 
Agent, and cannot confiſtently with his Na- 
ture, be laid under any Reſtraints. He is 
capable of underſtanding and obeying the Dic- 


14 ; 


tates of Reaſon, and the exprefs Will of his 
Maker. He has Life and Death, Happineſs 
and Miſery {et before him, and it is his own 


. Laſtly, After Men have made themſelves 
Sinners, infinite Mercy cannot do better for 
them, than ſeek to reclaim them, and inclme 

8 Shen, een e an ua 
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them for the future to act conſiſtently with 
their Nature and Character. It is certain, 
God is averſe to our Deſtruction ; forbears 
us with much Long-ſuffering and Patience 
and, in the mean time, uſes the Calamities 
connected with and accompanying Vice, to 
ſtop its Growth, leſt it ſhould bring us into 
thoſe dreadful Torments, out of which there 
is no Redemption. Thus he ſtrives to roufe 
in us a Senſe of the Wiſdom of maintaining 
our Liberty and Virtue entire, in oppoſition 
to all the various Temptations of rendering it 
up. Yea, divine Benevolence ſpares no means 
proper to render us ſenſible of our Duty; and 
careful to practice it. And ſince our Minds 
are poſſeſs d with a Principle of Liberty and 
Choice, and in this manner are capable of 
moral Government, they, we may be ſure, 
are immaterial, and naturally immortal, and 
fitted to reap eternal Joys or Torments. 


LEST IE 


IHE Properties of Spirit and Matter are 
quite of a different, and diſtin& Nature. Mat- 
ter is extended, and may be divided, is ſolid, 
and may be touched and ſeen; but the Mind 
hath no ſuch groſs Qualities, but is pure Thought. 
For tho h we perceive Reflection, Reaſon, 
Choice, Joy and Grief in the Soul, yet theſe 
are all Thought ; and therefore the Mind is 
a ſimple and uncompound Being. 

E 2 Though 
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Though it may be ſuppos d Matter, if not 


| annihilated, will remain in Being for ever ; 
yet, it cannot be denied, that all Bodies, com- 
onnded of various Particles, ſoon crumble 
into pieces: The Links of Union are looſen'd 
and broken, and immediately the regular Sy- 
ſtem they formed, falls to ruin, and ceaſes to be 
what it was. But the Mind, which is not com- 
led of various Atoms, nor of any Atoms at 
all, has no Parts to run into diſorder, or to 
de thrown out of their exact relation ; ; and 
therefore it muſt always be the ſame it is. 

Since the Soul is of ſuch a ſimple and in- 
diſcerpible Nature, it is immortal ; 1. e. it will 
| ws wear or fade away, but for ever be the 

very fame Subſtance it is. And therefore it 
is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, as almighty God in- 
veſts it with ſuch a firm and indiſſoluble Tex- 
ture, he intends the Length of its Duration 
to be equal with Eternity. 

Man certainly is capable of moral Govern- 
ment, and under Engagements to obey the 
Laws of the ſame ; and it cannot but be very 
acceptable to the Sine Being, to obſerve us 
ſtriving to live agreeably to the Obligations we 
are under ; and it muſt be as offenfive and 
diſpleaſing to him, to behold us act in con- 
tradiction to our plain Duty. 
But as here, there is no Difference made be⸗ 
twixt the Righteous and the Wicked, (for in 
the preſent Adminiſtrations of Providence all 
Things come alike to all) this is an additional 

Proof 
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Proof of the Soul's Immortality, which we may 
hope will be ordered by God to a State of 
Happineſs or Miſery, as it has done good or 
evil. | 

Till Men become ſtrangely depraved, they 
ſtrongly defire and thirſt after endleſs Exiſtence. 
And even after they have immers'd themſelves 
in Senſe, and almoſt are reduced to a neceſ- 
ſity of taking Sanctuary in Infidelity, Fears of 
an Eternity recur, and make them quake and 
tremble, 

That the Soul ſurvives the Body, has been 
received, both by the Philoſopher and the 
Peaſant; and is a Notion the rude and uncul- 
tivated, as well as the more learned and civi- 
lized Countrys have entertained. The antient 
Tradition has been continued, tho often diſ- 
figured in the Repreſentations which have been 
drawn of the Receptacles of the Ghoſts of the 
Departed. And methinks, it may with more 
certainty be faid, the Soul is immortal, than 
what becomes of it, on its Remove out of 
this Tenement. We ſhould be at a loſs to 
tell, whether it was ſent to traverſe the Re- 
gions of the Air, or was toſſed from Body to 
Body, but for the bright and inſtructive Diſ- 
coveries of divine Revelation. Therefore, it's 
proper to wave all farther Thoughts upon this 
Subject, till we have examined the Truth and 
Authority of the holy Scriptures. 
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Of Natural Religion. 
DH ELIGION in general, is that Obli- 


gation we are undet to know and prac- 


| tice the Rules of Piety, Righteouſneſs; and 


Sobriety, in order to our Uſetulneſs while we 
live, Comfort when we die, and Happineſs 
for ever. * | 

That Syſtem of Doctrines we can collect, 


by the Exerciſe of our rational Faculties, on 
the 


Works of God; and the Duties our mo- 
ral Senſe requires us to obſerve, in conſequence 


of the Relation we ſtand in to the reſt of Be- 


ings, and of our own Character as Men, is 


termed the Religion of Nature. 


From the Works we infer the Exiſtence of 
God. There is not the ſmalleſt Flower we 
can look upon, but, if we examine it, com- 
mends the Hand that formed it. How much 
more then, muſt the Univerſe declare the Glory 
of God? The azure Sky, with that glorious 
Luminary the Sun, the ſpangled Heavens with 

the 
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the fainter Light of the Moon and Stars, can- 
not but inſpire every conſiderate Spectator with 
devout Thoughts, and with the higheſt Strains 
of Piety towards that Being, which ſpreads 
this grand and furprizing Proſpect to our 
View. | . 

If we turn our Eyes, and look down, we 
behold the Earth covered with the moſt a- 
greeable and ſurprifing Variety. Here Fields 
dreſt in beautiful but different Liveries, there 
Mountains with Woods. And again, Seas, 
Rivers, and Fountains circulating within them- 
ſelves, and ſupplying the yegetable and animal 
World with proper Juices. wy 

What Millions of Creatures ſwarm on every 
fide? ſome for Uſe, others for Pleaſute, and 
all admirable in their kind. 

In all theſe Things, the Exerciſe of divine 
Providence makes itſelf viſible and evident. 
For it directs Creatures deſtitute of Senfe, to 
anſwer their varions Ends; and wields the 
mighty Luminaries of Heaven, preferves them 
at exact Diſtances, and orders their Rifings, 

and Settings, that they diffuſe the moſt kind- 
ly Influences, and agreeably entertain us with 
the Changes of Day and Night, of Summer 
and Winter. It likewiſe conducts the Beings, 
that furniſh the ſenſitive World, and Jule 
them to act, as if they had Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding; and it ſignally preſides in the 
moral World in the defeating wicked Frog 
Bhs a . b * ns, 
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ſigns, or over-ruling them, and in bringing 


Good out of Evil. 7. 
Now Man is the only Creature upon Earth, 


known to be capable of obſerving all thee 


Things; and therefore, like the — Prieſt of 
Nature, appunted to officiate in t a, room of 1 
inferiqur Orders, it is his undeniable Duty, to 
offer continually the Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to Almighty God. 

Thus as the Being of God, and his Provi- 
dence, preſent themſelves daily to our ſerious 
Confiderations ſo our moral Senſe, or the Rea- 
ſon of our Mind, will call upon us conſtantly 
to pay Homage and Love, Reverence and 


Duty, to the kind Father of the Univerſe: 


SE OT. II. 


WHAT his Will, and our Duty is, we 
may in ſome meaſure diſcover, by taking into 
our View the Relation we ſuſtain to our Fel- 
low- Creatures, and the reſt of the Beings of 
this Syſtem. _ For as the great Author of Na- 
ture *, ſo laid the Scheme of his Creation, 
that all Things under him depend one upon 
another, it muſt be his Will and Pleaſure, 
and the Duty of all reaſonable Creatures, ta 
act as the ſeveral Relations ** ſtand in re- 
quire. | 
Superiority of every kink, whether found-. 
ed in Relation, Knowledge, Riches or Power, 


ſhould be imployed in * inſtructing, 
and 
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and ſcreening thoſe Objects that fall within its 
Sphere, and come into the reach. of its In- 
fluence. - bie | 

For not to do it, would be to negle& the 
Ability and Opportunity of doing good, and 
being uſeful. - But to pervert and abuſe it, by 
Inſults and Tyranny, our moral Senſe muſt 
tell us, js ungenerous, vile, and criminal, 

Inferiority, likewiſe, whether ariſing from 
Relation, Ignorance, Poverty, or from Weak- 
neſs, ſhould be dutiful, attentive, . humble, 
patient and contented, For to be otherwiſe, 
would be to plunge into Rebellion, to hinder 
our Improvement, to be envious, and to make 
the Situation of our lawful Superiours. very 
uneaſy and troubleſome. 

As there evidently ſubſiſts a mutual Depen- 
dence between Man and Man, mutual Juſtice 
muſt ſecure one another againſt Injuries, and 
in the Poſſeſſion of their undoubted Rights, 
and adminiſter ſtrict Equity, and let a Courſe 
of Favours paſs and repaſs. For to tranſgreſs 
this Order, would be to act, as if every Man 
was born wholly for himſelf ; which is, ma- 
nifeſtly, to contradict the Deſign of our Na- 
ture, and to introduce Confuſion and Mi- 

Since Creatures of an inferiour Rank ſup- 
ply us with many Neceſſaries, and are very 
ſerviceable, we ſhould treat them with Hu- 
manity, and abuſe nothing under our Sub- 
jection. For to be ſevere to them, or to put 
F them 
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them to uhneceſfary Pain, is to deny them a 
ſuitable Return for their Uſefulneſs, and diſ- 


covers a cruel Difpoſition, which is moſt 
abominable and hateful, Fo 


SECT. Ul. 


AS Men, we are Gee of Reaſon 
and Senſe. Our rational Faculties are the 
moſt noble and excellent Powers we have, 
and therefore ought to rule and govern us. 

Since it is Reaſon that diſtinguiſhes and 
dignifies our Nature, it is manifeſt we are to 
ſee to its Preſidence and Improvement. For 
if we neglect to fecure its 2 we expoſe 
it to be trampled upon by every inſolent and 
imperious Pretender, and it will quickly be 
torn from its Throne. 

When once fo happy a Governour and 
bleft a Guardian is vilified and dethroned, 
then there being none to rule, all muſt be in 
a diſmal Tumult and Uproar Within; and 
what Wretchedneſs this muſt n Words 
will not utter. 

Our Paſſions are known and notorious In- 
cendiaries, and eager to uſurp the Dominion; 
but they are not to be dallied with, nor en- 
tertained ; they are not to be admitted to the 
Regency, or ſubmitted to. Becauſe to do this, 
would declare we had abandoned our Rea- 
fon, and were weaty of being Men, and had 


1e 
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made ourfelves like the Brutes, wholly in- 
fluenced by Senſt. 
The Exceſſes of Carnality are to be always 
withſtood ; for they don't only cloud and 
eclipſe the vigorous Exerciſe of our reaſonable 
Powers, but likewiſe ſurfeit and Hunt thoſe 
fenfitive Organs, that make Things apper- 
taining to the animal Life taſteful and enter- 
taining to us. | | 
Voluptuouſneſs, at the fame time transforms 
us into Epieures, and dulls our Senſe of Plea- 
ſures; ſets an Edge upon our Inclinations, but 
takes off the Quickneſs of the Reliſh : than 
which Condition ſcarce any can he imagined 
more deplorable, to have ardent Propenſities, 
but Powers fo debauched and impaired, as to 
perceive no Entertainment, Conſequently we 
ſhould avoid all carnal Excefles. 
Coyetouſneſs, or an exceſſive Deſire of 
a is to magnify our Wants: while a 
moderate Thing would ſatisfy us, we 
ſuffer our Deſires to grow, till nothing can 
00 it. We ſcrape, and the more we ſcra 
together, the mare inflamed is our Thirſt, 
and we are always in need; fo that we de- 
prive ourſelves of the Enjoyment of what we 
poſſeſs. And this is ſuch Folly and Afflic- 
tion, as the Reſpect we owe ourſelves will 
make us cautious we fall not into. 
Ambition, is the Deſire of climbing up a 
very high, ſteep, and ſlippery Aſcent, whoſe 
Top. is difficult ta be reached, and Rill more 
F 2 dan- 
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36 Of Natural Religion. 4 
dangerous to be ſtood upon. This ought to 
bound our Pride and Vanity, and keep us 
from the immoderate Purſuit of Honour. 
As we ſhould take no Meaſures that will injure 
our Conſtitutions, and uſher Miſery in upon 
us, becauſe this would be Cruelty to ourſelves ; 
ſo we muſt not under any Uneaſineſs that may 
ſeize us, nor in any Pet or Fit of Diſcontent, 
deſtroy ourſelves. For we are not to be in- 
fluenced by the Impreſſions of Senſe contrary 
to Reaſon ; and if this be conſulted, it will 
ſhew us, that Self-Murder is ſhameful and 
wicked Cowardice, that it's deſerting our Poſt, 
and running off the Field in time of Action, 
without the Conſent of our Commander. 

On one hand, the Beauty and Excellency 
of Virtue in its own Nature, and the Har- 
mony and Felicity reſulting from it, are Mo- 
tives to enforce the ſtrict Obſervation of it; 
on the other hand, the Deformity and Odi- 
_ ouſneſs of Vice in itſelf, and the Diſorders and 
Miſeries flowing from it, are to influence us to 
ſhun acting inconſiſtently with our Sphere 
and Relation, and contrary to the Require- 
ments of our moral Senſe. , 


SECT. IV. 


WHETHER the Obligation to Virtue be 
founded in, and ariſe from the Will and 
Pleaſure of Almighty God, or the Nature of 
Things, does appear hardly worthy. of any 

| Diſpute, 
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Diſpute, if well conſider'd. For if we aſcribe 
the Nature and Relation of Things to the 
Will of God, we muſt likewiſe found the Ob- 
ligations of Virtue there too. And we muſt 
make the Natures and Relations of Things 
depend upon the divine Pleaſure, or recur to 
that moſt unintelligible and abſurd Suppoſi- 
tion, of all Things being Authors of them- 
ſelves. . „ 

To found the Obligation of Virtue in the 
Will of God, does not cauſe the Difference 
between Virtue and Vice ſo to rely on his 
Pleaſure, as that he may make Virtue to be 
Vice, or Vice to be Virture. For the ſupreme 
Being, by the abſolute Perfection of his Na- 
ture, is eternally ſecur d from creating any 
thing with evil Diſpoſitions, from inſtituting 
any Relations, but ſuch as are good, and from 
ſignifying any thing to be his Will, that is 
not in itſelf right. Conſequently, fo long as 
he requires reaſonable Creatures to comport 
with the Nature he hath given, with the Re- 
lations that ariſe therefrom, and with his Will 
in any manner ſignified, he muſt oblige them 
to live -according -to the Rules of Virtue. 
Therefore the divine Mind can no more 
cauſe Vice to be Virtue, or Virtue to be Vice, 
than he can contradict himſelf, or enjoin his 
Creatures to neglect the Nature he gave, thoſe 
Relations he inſtituted, and his Mind decla- 
red to them. SAA TD 
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NOW, long as the Reaſon of Mens 
Minds ſhines in its original Luftre, and is 
not obſcured by Luſt, nor perplexed with 
Guilt, neither blinded through Prejudice, they 
can fcarce defire a more certain Guide. But Sin 
entirely changes the Scene, it darkens the 
Underſtanding, and perverts the Will, and 
makes ſupernatural Revelation neceſfary to 
diſpel thoſe Miſts wherein our Reaſon is be- 
wildered ; or we muſt wander in Ignorance, 
Doubt, and Uncertainty all our Days. 
Experience is proof beyond Denial, that the 
generality of Mankind can't employ their Fa- 
culties in a Train of Reaſoning: either they 
are incapable, or want leiſure, or are preju- 
dic'd againft jt and unwilling to do it; and 
are ſo far from deduging their Duty and Hap- 
pineſs from the Nature of Things, that it is 
even very difficult to bting them to under- 
ſtand what this means. 45 6280 
We may now appeal to any impartial 
dee, whether in the preſent State of Things, 
t be not a more plain, eaſy, and certain Me- 
thod of inſtructing Mankind, to turn them 
to a Book well and ſtrongly atteſted to be of 
divine Authority, than to leave them to ſearch 
for the Rules of their Conduct in the large 
Volumes of Nature, ſcarce legible to many, 


and which require the Leiſure, Diligence, and 
1 Under- 
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Underſtanding of the Philoſopher to examine. 
And he with all his Reaſon and Penetra- 
tion ſhall be unable to diſcover thoke Thir 
chat are of the hipheſt Importance to the 
well-grounded Hope and Peace of Mankind, 
For it is God that muſt ſtate the Terms of 
his own Mercy and Forgiveneſs. And it is 
impoſſible that the Rebel, who deſerves to be 
condemn'd, ſhould find that his Prince will 
propoſe and 2 an Act of Grace and In- 
demnity, before he expreſſly declare this to 
him. —— 
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AP. 1. 
e Reveal 4 Religion. 


TRCT.T | 


J EVELATION, is that clearer Light 
the Favour of God has afforded Sin- 


ners, to diſcover the Method wherein he'l] 


vouchſafe them Abſolution, and become re- 
conciled to them. And this was made known 
to the World by ſuch Steps and Degrees as 
infinite Wiſdom (which we may be fure al- 
ways acts from good and ſufficient Reaſons) 
thought convenient, but was perfected in the 
glorious Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour. 
Therefore the Writings of Moſes and the Pro- 


phets offer themſelves, firſt of all, to our Con- 
ſideration. 


The Moſaic Account takes in the Creation 
of the Heavens and the Earth, how Sin was 
introduced, and the ſeveral Eſſays of Provi- 
dence towards hindering its Progreſs amongſt 
Mankind. How an univerfal Deluge ſwept 


the World of its Inhabitants, becauſe their 


Impiety and Prophaneneſs was become exe- 
crable and intolerable; and only one, the beſt 
5 and 
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and moſt excellent Man, that corrupt Gene- 
ration afforded, was ſpared, together with his 


: 


A 
When Men, after this general Devaſtation 
and Wreck, were, once more, multiplied upon 
the Earth; God ſelected a People to himſelf ; 
the Family of a Perſon, who had rendred 
himſelf moſt eminent and acceptable for Faith 
and Piety, who with-held not his Son from 
being made a Sacrifice, and who commanded 
his Children and Houſehold after him, to keep 
the Way of the Lord; to do Juſtice and Judg- 
ment. Therefore for Abraham's ſake, he 
choſe his Deſcendants to maintain the Know- 
ledge and true Worſhip of himſelf; to teach 
the reſt of Mankind his Statutes and Judg- 
ments, and to reclaim them from the perni- 
cious Sin of Idolatry. Hence, it is evident, 
that the divine Being had a Reſpect and View 
to the Good and Welfare of the World, when 
he made choice of that Family for his pecu- 
liar People. eh | 
For this end; he delivered that noble and 
divine Syſtem of Morality in the ten Com- 
mandments ; and as a proper means to ſecure 
the Obſervation of it, he inſtituted many 
Rites and Ceremonies as Fences againſt the 
Superſtitions of Idolatry, as lively Inſtructions 
in the Duties of moral Purity, and as Types 
and Figures pointing to the Saviour of the 
World, in whom all the Families of the Earth 
ſhould be bleſſcd. He likewiſe ſent his Pro- 
G phets 
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phets to draw: the Character, and deſcribe aha 
Office of this happy Perſon, that Men might 
know the Original by the Picture, and be 
able to ſay, this is he we have ſo many ways 
been -told of, And it was the Buſineſs of 
theſe Men, as often as this People forſook the 
Lord and broke his Commandments, to threaten 
them and ren 1 Doom if they repented 
not. 

If chip: wok not heinken, but were re- 
ſolved and obſtinate in an impious Courſe, the 
Nations around them were imploy'd to cha- 
ſtiſe them for their Iniquity; or elſe they were 
left to fall upon and plague one another. And 
on the contrary, when their Heathen Neigh- 
bours became exceedingly degenerate and wick- 
ed, the Jews were made ule of to ſcourge and 
humble them. This is the Hiſtory we have 
of the Conduct of Providence towards Jews 
and Gentiles, which feems to have nothing in 
4t weak, or unworthy of God, or that can in 
the leaſt invalidate theſe facred Books. 

As for a few particular Inſtances in theſe 
juſtly valued Pieces of Antiquity, though one 
was unable at this Diſtance of Time to give 
a full and ſatisfactory Account of them; yet 
it would be unreaſonable, and ridiculous, to 
throw away the whole for the ſake of a Paſ- 
ſage or two, that are dark and obſcure ; we 
ought rather to filence all cavilling and preju- 
— ab e therefore 1 it ** not be * 
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here to enquire into the Topicks, that have 
been ſo much declaimed againſt. 


SECT. I. 


OF this number, is the Account we have 
of Abraham's being tempted to ſacrifice his Son : 
that is, ſay they, for God to require him to 
commit the moſt heinous Murder, and, at 
the fame time, to patronize the barbarous 
Practice of offering human Sacrifices, Now, 
it is impoſſible for the divine Being to enjoin 
a cruel and wicked Action ; but to bid a Fa- 
ther under the pretence of ſacrificing, inveigle 
his own Child to the Shughter-houſe, and 
there butcher him with his own Hands, is 
what all the World muſt allow to be vile, 
and criminal in the higheſt degree. Therefore 
God who cannot be tempted with Evil, nei- 
ther tempteth any Man, could not tempt Abra- 
bam in this manner. This is the Objection in 
its full force. i | 
We admit that Murder is a heinous Sin, 
and that God cannot tempt to any thing that 
has the leaſt Shadow of it. And what muſt 
be concluded hence? not, that Abraham was 
never tempted to ſlay his Son, for this would 
not only contradict this Paſſage in the Old 
Teſtament, but St. Paul and Fames, who take 
notice 'of this particular Inſtance as true, and 
what really was tranſacted. What ſhall we 
fy then? The truth ſeems to be this. The 
G 2 Phraſe, 
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Phraſe, God tempted Abraham, has been miſ- 
underſtood and taken to fignify, that the di- 
vine Being actually put him upon this Trial; 
whereas, it might better have been interpreted, 
That he permitted him to be tempted to it. 
There are ſeveral like Inſtances in Scripture, 
where God 1s faid to tempt Perſons, which 
only import, that by his Permiſſion they were 
tempted. Thus it is faid, God moved David 
to number the People; that is, he ſuffered 
the grand Tempter to propoſe this vain Ac- 
tion to him. Again, he is ſaid to put a lying 
Spirit into all Abab's Prophets; that is, he 
permitted the Father of Lyes to deceiye them. 
And how reaſonably may we believe, that 
thoſe that firſt abandon God, may be left by 
him to the furious Aſſaults of the Devil. 
There are likewiſe Examples in holy Writ, 
where it is expreſſly ſaid, Satan was permitted 
by God to tempt good Men. Such was Job, 
which appears a parallel Caſe with this under 
Conſideration. Job, under the moſt intoler- 
able Anguiſh and Affliction, maintain'd his 
Patience, Piety, and Devotion, and evinced 
to his malicious Accuſer, that he ſerved God 
out of a Principle of Virtue, and not mere! 
from the Hope of Reward. So faithful Abra- 
ham, when tempted to offer up his own, 
His only Son, an Action the moſt con- 
trary to-Fleſh and Blood, by his ready Obe- 
dience (ſuppoſing it a Command from Hea- 
yen) demonſtrated, that there was nat any 
- OY. thing, 
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thing, but he could comply with, out of 
love to God. And hence we may diſcern 
how Abraham came to be tempted. 

He was a Man eminent and conſpicuous 
for Faith, Piety, and an unblemiſhed Cha- 
racer. - Such an amiable Reputation, Malice, 
and Calumny are unwearied in aſſaulting: and 
where there is nothing real, ſomething imagi- 
nary will be found to tarniſh it. That it was 
Abraham's Lot to be falſely accuſed, ſeems pro- 
bable ; for thus is that Account introduced : 
And it came to paſs that God did try Abra- 
ham. Now for his own Information, the di- 
vine Being had no occaſion to try Abraham, 
for he perfectly knew, that he would fincere- 
ly and readily obey him ; therefore, it muſt 
be upon ſome other View that he was tempt- 
ed. And that this was to clear him from 
ſome invidious Reflection caſt upon him, will, 
I hope, more fully appear, if we conſider the 
Nature of Abraham's Trial. 

That Jaac was his Father's Darling, and 
that he had a fingular Value for him, could 
not but be obſerved from his ſevere Treatment 
of Hagar, and her Son 1/hmael (for his childiſh 
Waggery in mocking [/aac) baniſhing him 
his Family, and expoſing the Mother and Son, 
like Vagabonds, to Wretchedneſs and Want. 
This might give occaſion for Scandal, and be 
perverſly applied to traduce the good Patriarch, 
to call his Religion in queſtion, and to fur 
poſe him ſo yiolently attached to his well- 
71970 | beloved 
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beloved Son Jaac, that at the Command even 
of God he would not refign him. 
Therefore was he permitted to be tempted, 
that he might vindicate himſelf from fo ale 
an Accufation, and perhaps, at the ſame time, 
with a deſign to ſtop the Progreſs of an Af- 
fection running into an extreme. 
But no ſooner was this pious Father made 
fenfible, that it was the Command of God 
that he ſhould ſacrifice his Son Jaac, but he 
looks upon it as an Act of Religion, and 
what he ought not to diſobey. And now we 
ſee the once tender and compaſſionate Father 
ſtanding armed for execution; his Hand 
' retch'd out to ſhed that Blood that was as 
dear to him as his own, and hereby unde- 
niably teſtifying, that he could part with his 
Child readily, and with Cheerfulneſs at the 
Command of Heaven. To which let us add, 
that in that very critical Minute, the Angel 
of the Lord prevents the Tragedy, thereby 
abundantly — T- an unlawful Action, 
and contrary to the Will of God, 
From the whole, a Variety of uſeful and 
inſtructive Reflections may be drawn: As, 
that we ought to beware of too prevailing 
and ſtrong a Paſſion for any of our deareſt 
Enjoyments in this World, leſt we provoke 
God to mortify us in it, or deprive us of it. 
That where any Action is in its own Na- 
ture bad, we may be ſure the divine Being 
cannot tempt us ky do it, That ſince Al- 
mighty 
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mighty God, in ſuch a ſignal manner, pre- 
vented Abrabam from offering up his Son, 
he openly diſcountenanc'd and condemn'd the 
Uſe of human Sacrifices. And laſtly, we ſee 
the neceſſity of ſupernatural Revelation to pre- 
ſerve the beſt Men from Seduction; for it was 
owing to this, that Jaac was looſed from the 


Altar. 
SEC T. III. 


THE next Caſe I ſhall examine, that is 
exclaimed againſt, is that of the Twin-Bro. 
thers, Eſau and Jacob. The whole Scheme, 
ſay they, invented by Rebecca, and conſented 
to by Jacob, of procuring the Bleſſing, was a 
deceittul and unjuſt Combination againſt E/au, 
and accompliſh'd by all the baſe Arts of ferret 
Diſſimulation and open Lying, And that 
Providence ſhould not only fuffer a Man to 
carry away the Bleſſing, in ſuch a clandeſtine 
cheating manner, but ſecure it to him, ſeems 
to repreſent God patronizing Deceit, 

But certainly, this Story is capable of a 
much better Turn ; and when we have gone 
thro! all the Particulars relating to it, I doubt 
not but it will appear in another Light, 

Let us remember, that Z/au had prophane- 
ly ſlighted his Birth-Right, and fold it to his 
Brother for a Trifle ; and therefore Jacob had 
really purchas'd the Advantages of Primoge- 
nitureſhip, and had a juſt Right to call him- 

ſelf Jaac's eldeſt Son, as by Contract he. was 
to 
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to inherit all the Privileges which before ap- 
_pertain'd to Eſau. Therefore it can't be any 
Reflection upon Providence to ſecure to Jacob 
that, which his Brother had profanely con- 
temned. But it may be ſaid, Eſau received 
no juſt Equivalent for the Advantages of Pri- 
mogenitureſhip. Very true; he did not. And 
this clearly = how. little he valued the 
Bleſſing, ſeeing he (old it for nothing. Hence, 
he is ſaid to deſpiſe it; and alſo is ſtiled, by 
the great Apoſtle, in this Particular, a pro- 
fane Perſon. Again it may be replied, Eſau 
was, at this time, at the point of Death: and 
Neceſſity forced him to come to the diſad- 
vantageous Terms he did with his falſe Bro- 
ther. He returned indeed from Hunting 
hungry and faint; nevertheleſs it is very im- 
probable ſo rich and great a Man, as his Fa- 
ther Jaac, ſhould be deſtitute of Proviſion 
for his Family; and one of his Sons muſt 
periſh of "Famine, or purchaſe Food at the 
reateſt Expence to himſelf. Conſequently, 
b might have been ſupplied, if he would 
have exerciſed a little patience, much cheaper 
than at Jacob's hand. But by his Conduct, 
at this time, he appeared to reaſon like the 
Voluptuary and Sinner, who ſay, why ſhould 
we refuſe the Importunity of a preſent urgent 
Inclination, in proſpect of ſome future Ad- 
vantage? We may be annihilated, and then 
what good will the promiſed Rewards of here- 

after do us? ha 

8! | Jacob, 
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Facob, it muſt be granted, was highly cri- 
minal in propofing the Temptation. (It is 
very hard to imagine he durſt have made the 
Offer, if he had not, onè time or other, ob- 
ſerved his Brother expreſs a very great Slight 
of his Birth-Right.) He was equally culpa- 
ble and blame-wotthy, in deceiving the good 
old Man to confer the Bleſſing F/ar, had in- 
deed ſigned over to him, but wiiizz 7/aac de- 
ſign'd his Brother. And Providence ſcoutged 
the Mother and the Son for their Decxit. 
Jacob was forced to quit his Father's Houſe, 
and flee away to fave his Life. And what a 
heavy Afffictlon was it to leave his Father? 
Rebecca, we may be ſure, was ſadly troubled 
to loſe the Company of her Darling, to think 
what Hardſhips he might be exerciſed with 
abroad. And we can't but ſuppoſe he was 
reduced to great Straits when he reclined his 
Head at Night on the Stones; and that the 
Senſe of the Evil he had committed ſmote 
him, and was ready to ſink his Spirits; but 
that Providence, (leſt he ſhould have been 
ſwallowed up of over- much Sorrow) in token 
of the Acceptance of his Repentance, vouch- 
ſafed, in a Viſion, to promiſe to return hin 
to his own Land. But in the mean time he 
ſmarted in ſeveral Inſtances; and in ſuch a 
manner, as he- might plainly read his Sin in 
his Puniſhment. As every one may obſerve, 
who conſiders the whole of his Hiſtory. 


H "Ih 
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In one word: Eſau, poured the n 
6 Contempt upon his, Birth-Rig ht, and was 

juſtly, left to deprive himſelf; Jacob took very 
irregular. Steps to obtain it, and was puniſhed 
for his Diſſimulation and Craft. Therefore 
Providence is clear, and fairly treats F/au and 
Jacob according to their Works. And let no 
Man henceforth take any indirect and wicked 
Courſe to procure, his. Right. If Jacob had 
told his pious Father the truth, how Eſau 
had ſold him the Bleſſing, and confirmed the 
Contract by a folemn Oath, the good Man 
would ſcarce have rejected his Plea. And 
further, this Story . — Men to beware, 
how they proſanely part with their greateſt 
Happineſs in Reverſion, for the fake of the 
meaneſt Trifles in hand. It alſo ſhews us 
the Folly and Wickedneſs of thoſe, who ex- 
ect to be put in poſſeſſion hereafter of thoſe 
— they have parted with here, Looking 
diligently, Iſt any be - a profane . Perſon like 
Eſau, ho for « Morſe! of Meat ſold his Birth- 
Right : For you knew, that afterwards when 
he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he acas 
rejected: for be found no place for: Refentance, 
the” * Jought Fs cargfall with Tears. 


SECT: 1 


THE Plunder the Iſraelites made of op: 
Egyptians, is accounted by ſome Perſons an 
Act of Fraud and Injuſtice, and they don't 


ſee 


* 
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ſee how the divine Being can countenance, 
much leſs command any ſuch thing. | 
But if we attend to the ſeveral Particulars 
of this Hiſtory, what they obtained of the 
Egyptians (we ſhall find) was but a {mall part 
of the Sum-Total, they had a juſt ei to 
demand of them. 
Let us conſider, how the Jews came at fi 
to make a Settlement i in Egypt, and we ſhall 
find, they were invited thither by one of their 
Kings, not only out of Gratitude to Joſeph, 
one of their Brethren, and his prime Mini- 
ſter, (who had ſaved the Kingdom from the 
Jaws of a dreadful Famine, and had greatly 
enrich'd it;) but no doubt, with a prudent 
Foreſight of ſtrengthening his own Hands, 
by the additicn of ſuch a number of valuable 
Perſons. This we may ſuppoſe was Pharaoh's 
Opinion ; and accordingly, during his Reign, 
they became a very wealthy and flouriſhing 
People ; but another King ſucceeding, want- 
ing in Humanity, as well as Prudence, treated 
them with all manner of bad Uſage, piun- 
dering them of their whole, and making a 
free People Slaves ; yea, ſuch was the outra- 
gious 2 and Tyranny they groan'd 
under, that they were obliged by their bar- 
barousTaſk-Mafters to their full Tale of Bricks, 
tho' (againſt Reaſon) they were denied proper 
Materials for making them. And all this 
haps, that they might have the pleaſure of 
n Jgilving 


Qf Reveal d Religion. 


+98 them a cruel Whipping, for not doing 
Impoſſibilities. 

Farther, they deſtroyed 2 Male-Chil- 
dren, and denied them the Exerciſe of their 
Religion ; and all this, under the vile, uncha- 
ritable, malignant pretence, that in time, if 
not culbed, they would become more power- 
ful than themſelves, Now, will any one fay, 
that all the Riches of Egypt were a ſufficient 
recompence for ſuch terrible Sufferipgs ? Sure- 
ly then if there be a righteous God in Hea- 
ven, it is high time for him to vindicate the 
Innocent, and humble the proud Oppreſſor. 
And behold, arrayed in :Terror, and clothed 
With Power and Majeſty, he appears in thoſe 
wonderous Plagues he brought upon the Egy for 
tians, till he had conſum'd them, with their 
King, and deliver'd his People. | 

So that conſider but the =. as Servants, 
they had a right to much more than they had 
Wives of the Egyptiant; or as Enemies, 
and in a State of War with that Nation, (and 
upon the moſt juſtifiable Account too) an 
then Fraud becomes Stratagem, and Violence 
lawful and commendable, _ 

Hence, we may be inſtructed in ſame of 
the moſt divine orals ; as, that we never 
violate the Laws of Hoſpitality and Gratitude ; 
that we never through Malice or Envy tra 
ple upon others; that we don't ain 
exact that Work, which Men have not Streng 
ro perform. That when a Nation is grown 
notoriouſly 
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notoriouſly oppreſſive, cruel, and un 12 
. 15 _ viſits it with 1 0 
iv and dreadful Pla vo And finally, th — 
God is engaged to ſee thoſe that do wrong 


make Rockies jon: And this may animate us 
to Patience under * 2 


SECT. K- 


TH E Entry of the Neelie into Canaan 
is reflected upon as an illegal Invaſion made on 
the Property of others, their War with the 
Canaanites as unjuſt, and the utter Extirpation 
of them as cruel beyond all parallel. There- 
fore it is not to be ſyppos'd, that the kind 
Father of the Uniyerſe ſhould authoriſe ſuch 
an unrightequs and cruel Attempt, and ſup- 
[42 and proſper it with a Series of Mira- 


Wie that take the ltr to talk in ſuch 
a manner, whateyer they pretend, don't im- 
partially enquire into MT weigh the Merits of 
the Cauſe, - For it is not to be denied, that 
when the Inhabitants of a Land have fold them- 
ſelves to work Wickedneſs, and alienated the 
divine Care, God may puniſh them as he ſees 
Proper. 

It is alſo evident, that as God is a Being 
that always acts in perfect Conformity to the 
good of the Univerſe, he will fo bring about 
the Deſtruction of thoſe that * fitted them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves for Ruin, as: thereby” to promote Virtue 
and Happineſs. 1 

Now it is expreſſly ſaid, the full- grown 
Wickedneſs of the Canaanites, and their inſuf- 
ferable Enormities, render'd it neceſfiry they 
thould be cut oft. 

Still the divine Being would not begin the 
Cataſtrophe of this diſſolute People, but in 
ſuch a. manner, as their Crimes might viſibly 

appear to be the Reaſon of their Overthrow, 

heteby to ſtrike the deepeſt Horror into the 
Minds of thoſe who ſhould ſucceed them in 
the Land: and that the Iſraelites might even 
be' terrified at the bare mention of thoſe Sins, 
upon the account of which, they had been 
made the Executioners of ch dreadful Ven- 

geance, And thus at once, we clearly ſee 
why God puniſhed thoſe Nations in ſo diſmal 
a manner, and why the Jews were made the 
Inſtruments of it. 

'Yet, leſt this Inſtance ſhould give any Sha- 

dow or Colour for an unwarrantable Invaſion- 
of the Territories and Poſſeſſions, of others, 
and to the beginning of an unjuſf War, we 
muſt in this Inſtance conſider Almighty God 
as their immediate King, and who as General. 
gave out particular and frequent Orders, how 
the Tribes ſhould proceed in this War. 80. 
that in this Caſe, there could be no fear 10 
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Almighty Power was likewiſe imploy d in 
their behalf; for it was rather by his omni- 
potent Arm, than any human Strength, that 
the Canaanites were deſtroy d. = 

However, ſuch was- the divine 8 
that when he was forced to come to Extre- 
wities, even then he mixed Mercy with:Ven- 
geance, and cut off no more by the Edge of 
the Sword, than thoſe that were the Inhabi- 
tants of the Cities the M aelites were to dwell 
in. And though the Execution ſeems to have 
been very ſevere with reſpect to theſe, yet; 
we may be aſſured their Crimes deſerved. the 
Puniſhment ; and farther, that it was neceſ- 
fary to keep the Jews from running into their 
Abominations. But as to the reſt of the Na- 
tions that lay around them, they were ta offer 
Terms of Peace, before they drew the Sword. 

When thou comeſt nigh: unto a City to fight 
againſt it, then proclaim Peace unto it; and it 
ſhall be, if it make thee an anſwer of Peace, 
and open unto thee, then it ſhall be that all the 
People that are found therein ſhall be Tributa- 
ries unto thee, and they ſhall ſerve thee. And. 
if it will make no Peace with thee, but will 
make War againſt thee, then thou ſhalt befiege 
it, And when the Ind thy God hath delivered. 
zt into thy Hands, thou ſhall ſmite every Male, 
but the Women, the Little Ones, and the Cat tle, 
thou © ſhalt take unto thyſelf. | 

Thus Almighty God, by a Series of Mi- 
racles, carried on this Expedition againſt the 
n Canaanites, 
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Cannanites, to make all the World ſen fi ble, 
that it was he himſelf that drove out the 
Nations. And ſince the Extirpation of the 
wicked Inhabitants of Canaan was for moral 
Reaſons, and the Intereſt of Virtue, it was 
worthy of the Interpoſition of Heaven. N. ow 
all the Miracles wrought iti favour of the 
Jews, and which made e victorious over 
their Enemies, were defign'd to ſpread the 
Kyiowledge of the true God, and to influence 
- reſt of Mankind to fear, love, and ſerve 

For how helpleſs and deſpicable muſt 
he 140K arid falſe Gods of the Heathen ax 
pear' to them, while they ſaw ahd heard the 
mighty Things wrought for his People b b the 
God of Hael ? And how proper was by to 
cauſe them to renounce their Idolatry, and 
Join themſelves to thoie that worſhip this great 
King ? 

From this Account of the Deſtruction of 
the impious Canaanites, we ſee how odious, 
hateful, and intolerable all Wickedneſs, and. 

articularly Idolatry is in the ſight of God. 
Hon dangerous it is for any People to grow d 

rofane, luxurious, and unclean. We may 
feewiſ obſerve, that when the divine Being 
is, after long F orbearance, forced to ſhower 
down his Judgments, he executes this, his 
ſtrange Work, in the propereft manner, to 
teach the remaining Inhabitants of the World 
Righteouſneſs. Therefore Men ought not to 
puniſh Criminals merely for Puniſhment's 
2: I 


. 
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fake ; but to deter the reſt of Mankind, arid ſe- 
cure the Intereſt of Virtue. | 


„ 7 


N g for the Moral 13 55 it is ſucl an ce 
100 Epitome of the Rules of Vittue, 4s ver 
well merited to be uſher'd into the Wortd with 
that awful Solemnity, that ſtern and terrible 
Pomp which axaited. it, that not only com- 
manded immediate Reverenice, but ſhould int- 

reſs for the future a laſting awe upon the 
Mind of thoſe that ſaw it. Who could raiſe 
ſuch a dreadful Scene of Horror and cloath S- 
nai 's Top with Blackneſs and Darkneſs, with 
flaming Lightnin , majeſtick Thunders, and 
ſmoaking Tempeſts, but he alone who makes 
be Clonds his Chariots, and rides oft the 
ngs of the Winds? How dangerous then 
muſt it be, to break thoſe Precepts, that were 
delivered with ſach extraordinary Marks of 
the divine Preſence; and by the Mouth of God? 

Hence the ſpecial Reſpe& of the ſupreme 
Mind to the Rules of Aorality is evident. For 
in this Method he ſet a particular 1 ne 
upon them, and gave them a moſt diftin&t 
and remarkable Enforcement. 

The ceremonial Rites were ſet as Fences, 
to preſerve Men from running, into the ſuper- 
ſtitious Cuſtoms of idolatrous Nations, and 
ſteady in the Duties of Moral Virtue. They 
were Types of the Meſſiah, and were of great 
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- ſervice in cutting out Work for a People, that 
' otherwiſe would have been much worſe im- 
ployed ; but they were never appointed to 
be reſted in as real Religion, and thoſe that 
entertain'd any ſuch. falſe Notions were always 
condemned. : _- CIS, 4 
The great Deſign of the Prophets was to 
inſtru& the Fews in the Meaning and End of 
the Ceremonials of their Worſhip, and to 
foretel his Advent who ſhould aboliſh theſe 
Figures, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs, or advance Virtue to the nobleſt Pitch. 
Inone word, the Oeconomy ſettled amongſt 
the Jeus, well coincided with the Exigencies 
of thoſe Times; and as Almighty God preſi- 
ded over them, and was their King, no leſs 
could be expected, than that he would give 
them repeated demonſtrations of his Pre- 
ſence, and often make bare his holy Arm, 
and bring Salvation and Triumph to them. 
Who elſe was able to dry up the Swellings 
of Jordan, and ſtop its rapid Streams, when 
it overflowed all its Banks? Who could caufe 
the Walls of a ſtrong fortify'd Town to fall 
to the Ground, merely with the ſound of 
. Trumpets, and the ſhouting of the People, 
five the God of Mael? Theſe with many o- 
ther Inſtances of his Almighty Power recorded 
in the Books of the old Teſtament, ſufficiently 
vindicate their divine Authority. 


N 
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SECT. vn. 


A MIRACLE is an Effect which ex- 
ceeds the Power of human Nature to produce, 
and is wrought in Confirmation of a Per- 
ſon's Miſſion and Doctrine. Whether ſuch ſu- 
pernatural Operations be the Product of divine 
or diabolical Power, muſt be diſcover'd by a 
juſt Examination of the Nature of the Doctrine 
they are brought to enforce and eſtabliſh, 

If it be any way trifling or immoral, if it be 
contrary to the known Perfections of God; 
if it do not evidently advance the Knowledge 
and Happineſs of Mankind, ten thouſand Mira- 
cles will not evince its divine Authority, For 
God cannot act inconſiſtently with his own 
Attributes,” and unworthy of them: he can- 
not addreſs himſelf to us, to engage us in Er. 
ror and Irreligion, in F olly and Vice. 

If the Doctrine be wiſe and good, virtuous 
and holy, Miracles then impreſs its Divinity, 
and teſtify their own Original. For Satan 
cannot act for the Intereſt of Religion and Vir- 
tue; except we can ſuppoſe him endeayouring | 
to overturn his own Kingdom. 


Hence, it plainly follows, that Miracles, ; 


wrought in Confirmation of ſuch a Doctrine, 
are by a divine Power, and that the Revela- 
tion conſequent upon 'em is the Will of God. 
Thus the molt exceptionable Paſſages, in 
the Old Teſtament, a been conſider d, 140 
2 [ 
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I hope, in ſome meaſure” clear'd from thoſe 


Difficulties they ſeemat the firſt view to be load- 
ed with, and io not unworthy of God CA 
nying them with Miracles. 

As the Predictions of the Fowiſh Proj phets, 


were accompliſh d in the Abolition of +6; Ces. 


remonial Law, it is manifeſt, that Diſpenſa- 
tion was all along a proper Apparatus, for 
the Reception of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 
And therefore the New is not o poſed to, or 
in any wiſe contradicts the OI Teſtament. 


For the Goſpel was always intended by the 


Law and the Prophets, and came to fulfil hm | 

This fe us to inquire into the divine Vir. 

tings of C riſt and his Apoltles. N 
* E 0 T. VIII. 


TH E Religion of Jeſus, 1s that Diſcovery 


F. our Duty and Happineſs, God has vouch- 


afed to Mankind, by Wh bleſſed Son our Lord. 
The Doctrine of this ace is moſt agree 


| able to our Condition, its Precepts contain ing 
the moſt exalted Morals ; the Motives, where-: 


with it enforces Obedience, are the moſt pow- 


8 Kal and the Whale v was confirmed by 24 


'Hiable Miracles. 
The Doctrine of our r Lord is moſt muitable 
8 the State of Sinners: as it is an Act of 
race in favour of Rebels, that will ſubmit 


' and lay down the Weapons of Diſloyalty; and 
2 1 i K oclamation * ann to . obo the eaßy 


Terms 


Chap. 4. Of -Reveal'd Religion. 61 

Terms of abandoning their paſt Sins, and be- | 
ing ſincerely obedient to the Will of God for ; 
the time. to come: Which is the Import of 4 
believing in Chriſt. For when we really aſ- 4 
fent to him, as our Lord and Saviour, we ſhall 

; be ſubject to his Laws and Goveryment. A 
The Ground and Foundation of the Re- 
demption of Sinners, was the unmerited and 1 
amazing Love of God to Mankind: Ged 6 1 
leved the World, that be gave his only-begotten ll 
Son, that whoſtever believes in him might ut | 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. This was an 
Act of pure Charity and Goodneſs. For we 
had done nothing to deſerye it : and therefore 
could have no Right to demand it. This is all 
that St. Paul means, where he faith, By Grace 
ye are ſaved through Faith, and that not of your 
ſelves ; it is the Gift of God, Grace here fig- 4 
nifies Favour, and Faith the Goſpel: and 3 
therefore, the bleſſed apo tells us that it was F 
infinite Bounty which propoſed to us the 

Terms of Salvation through the Goſpel : for | 
we contributed nothing towards procuring this q 
Act of Grace, this Offer of Pardon ; no, this 2 
is wholly the Gift of God. He likewiſe re- ö 
peats the fame thing, in thoſe Words, Not by i 
Works of Righteouſneſs that we have done, (did 

we bring Almighty God under any Obligation 

to give us a remedying Covenant) but of his 

Mercy, he hath put us into a Poſſibility of Sal- 

- uation. Hence we may learn, that it is not the 

Doctrine of the Goſpel, that Man ſhall be 

„ - watt i hes. þ _  faved, 
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ſaved, without the ſincere Obſervation of the 
Vittues of a good Life. The perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs and Sufferings of Chriſt were to do 
honour to the firſt Covenant, fatisfy for Ma. 
Violation of it, and that God might prop. 


to Mankind Terms of eyerlaſting Life, faire 


to their preſent debilitated Powers, and mai 
tain the ſacredneſs of his Government. {: 
would have been unworthy of God, and his 
Love. of Virtue, to have wholly paſt by and for- 
iven the Violators of his Law: becauſe this 
would. have encourag'd future Rebellion, and 

expos d his Authority to Slight and Contempt. 

It is plain our Lord's Undertakings were not, 
to ſatisfy for any Man's want of fincere Righ- 
teouſneſs; for it is clear, that this is the Re- 
quirement of the Goſpel, and abſolutely ne- 
ceflary to Salvation: which if we do not per- 
form, we are wretched and undone for ever; 
becauſe there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, 4 
but a fearful Expectation of Judgment : and Be- 
ry Indignation. 

What Chriſt did, and ſuffer'd, was to free 
Mankind from the Demands, of that Law, 
which requir'd finlefs and perfect Obedience, 
and which they were become unable to pay. 
It is therefore a wicked and groundleſs Miſre- 
preſentation of this glorious Goſpel, to aſſert 
that it ſets ſome Men at liberty, to live as 
they pleaſe, and at laſt crowns them with eter- 
nal Happineſs; whilſt others are left to periſh 
without hope of Eſcape, and are even in no 

better 
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better State, nor have a fairer Chance, than 
the Devils; who are reſerv'd in Chains, under 
Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the great Day, 
This repreſents the beſt-natur'd and moſt gene- 
rous Religion in the World, moroſe, and 
churliſh, unworthy to be eſteemed of divine 
Authority : and in ſhort, tramples under foot 
the Son of God, accounts. the Blood of the 
Covenant an unholy thing, and puts him 


Who ſhed it to open Shame. 
TEES... 


THE. Precepts of the Goſpel are incom- 
patably the beſt in the World. They enjoin 
the moſt rational Piety towards the divine Be- 
ing, the moſt extenſive Benevolence and God- 
like Charity and Goodneſs. towards all Men, 
and the moſt ſtrict Temperance and Chaſtity 
in the Government of our ſelves: and require 
us to think upon and practice whatſoever 
Things are true, venerable, juſt, pure, lovely, 
and of good Report. 

Theſe divine Morals, are enforc'd with the 
moſt glorious and inconceivable Rewards, to 
be eternally enjoy'd in the future State : Eye 
hath not ſeen, Ear hath not heard, neither 
hath it enter'd into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive the Things, that God hath prepar'd for 
them that love bim. Vice, on the other hand, 
is threatned with the moſt dire and everlaſting 
Forments: with weeping, wailing and gnaſhing 
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of Teeth, under the ' moſt acute ſtipgi ngs of 


a never-dying Worm, and the intolerable Tor- 
. of inextin uiſhable Fire. 


None is to be compar'd to the Chriſtian 
Scheme, for x werfully touching thoſe ſenſible 
Springs of human Actions, the Hopes and 
Pam of Mankind: none is like it, for admi- 

niſtring Comfort to true Penitents, neither is 
there any equally adapted to our Relief, ot 


what nature ſoever our Troubles may be. 


SECT. *. 


IT was every way conſiſtent with the Di. 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to grant Mankind 


a Redeemer. For God did not think fit, that 
the whole Race ſhould be deſtroy'd, and the 


Name. of Man be blotted out from under Hea- 
ven, for the Sin of Adam ; nor that they 


ſhould be brought into the World, under a 


Law of Trial, by which they muſt inevitably 
fall and periſh, 
Vet, before Pardon could be offer'd, offen- 
ded Juſtice mult be fatisfied : and this our Lord 
undertook for us, and compleated. And here- 
in the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of Man's Re- 
demption appears clear and conſpicuous, wor- 
thy of the ſupreme Mind and Perfections. 
It was infinite Goodneſs in the Father, to 
ſend his only begotten Son an ſuch an Errand : 
and the h ioheſt Wiſdom, to chuſe ſuch a Per- 
fon to e ail this mighty Work, as was the 


expreſs 
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expreſs Image of his Perſon, and the Brightneſs 
of his Glory: qualified not only to make Atone- 
ment for Sin, but to ſet before Men a perfect 
Example of Virtue and. Goodneſs: inſtructing 
them in real Religion by his Life, as well 28 
Doctrine; and abundantly evidencing to the 
World, the high Value he ſet upon Mankind 
and their Happineſs, which conſiſted in their 
being Virtuous. This calls for the moſt cal 
ted Gratitude, _ 

At his Advent, one part of the World x was 
drown'd in Hypocriſy, another ſunk into the 
groſſeſt Idolatry; and the whole lay under the 
Dominion of Ignorance, Senſuality, and Wic- 
kedneſs. All the Attempts of the Law, of the 
Prophets, and of the P loſophers, were un- 
ſucceſsful in redreſſing the Vices and Follies of 
Men. It was neceſſary therefore, ſome other 
Method ſhould be uſed to reclaim Sinners, and 
this was the Method our Lord took, that is re- 
corded in the New Teſtament. And that it 
was the moſt excellent and effectual, I doubt 
not, but it will appear to every impartial Judge. 
The one Sacrifice Chriſt offer'd up of him- 
ſelf, upon the Altar of the Croſs, ſatisfied the 
Honour of the violated Law of God, ſecur'd 
his Authority from being trampled. upon, pro- 
cured Remiſſion of Sins for all true Penitents ; 
and at the fame time, aboliſhed the bloody 
Sacrifices, and all the Rites both of Jews and 
Gentiles; for in this manner, all F e 
of their Uſe was taken away | 

| K What 
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What means could be invented more pro- 
per, to wean Men from reſting in external 
Performances, than the great Law of Chriſtian 
Sincerity, than the ſublime Morals taught, 
exemplity'd; and inculcated, by our bleſſed 


Lord; upon the noble Principles of univerſal Be- 
nevolence and Charity, of Love to God andall 
Men, and from the Proſpect of eternalRewards ? 

In one word, if we look the Religion of 
Jeſus thorough again, and again, we find every 
ng worthy of God, highly inſtructive and 

rfective of human Reaſon, molt conducive 
to the eſtabliſhment of ſolid Virtue and Good- 
neſs, and conſequently, no way below him to re- 
veal by his Son, and to confirm with the moſt 
mighty Works. 

If it be aſk'd, why was not this divine Re- 
velation made Gomer. than about ſeventeen 
hundred Vears ago? The Anſwer is: For wiſe 
and good Reaſons, known only to God, who 
ſurely may beſtow his Favours after what man- 
ner, and in what ſeaſon he pleaſes, without 
giving an Account to any one. But what 
does this alter the Caſe? ſince God hath all 
along treated with Mankind, as under this 
Covenant of Grace and Favour. 

Altogether as impertinent is the Enquiry, 
Why has not the divine Being made Chriſtia- 
nity univerſally known? We might as well 
aſk why he has not ſet People in different 
Circumſtances, and why he has not made all 
* Capacities equal? But what is all this 2 

| 1 c 
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the Purpoſe? ſince he expects an Improvement 
only in proportion to the Gift. | 


8 E CT. XL 


TH Us the Nature and Deſign of the 
Chriſtian Scheme, being viewed in its native 
and original Beauty, appears ſo fair and hea- 
venly a Piece, as well deſery'd to be introduc'd, 
propagated and confirm'd, by ſo many, and 
mighty Miracles. And now if we grant that 
credit to the holy Apoſtles, which is due to 
faithful and impartial Hiſtorians; (and there 
is no reaſon in all the World, why we ſhould re- 
fuſe them this) the Facts they relate, and which 
have been acknowledg'd even by their Ene- 
mies, very true, will account for themſelves, 
whether they could be of Man, or they muſt 
be of God. | 

It muſt be the utmoſt Weakneſs or Malice, 
that can ſo much as pretend to deny the good 
Evangeliſts the Character of careful and exact 
Hiſtorians. For they had not their Story 
at the ſecond or third hand, or at a conſi- 
derable diſtance ; but they relate what they 
heard, ſaw done, and what they acted them- 
ſelves. There were Multitudes concern'd near- 
ly in obſerving every thing they did or ſaid, 
that it wasjuſt and agreeable to Truth. They 
wrote their Hiſtory, very near the Time, when 
the Things they have recorded were done ; and 
every one hada fair Opportunity of knowing 
K 2 the 
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the Certainty of them. Nevertheleſs from that 
Age to this, it never could be ſhewn, that in 
any one Inſtance, they reported what was falſe 
or doubttul. Other Hiſtorians. who writ at, 

or near the Time of the Apoſtles, whenever 
they mention their Affairs, tho inveterate Ene- 
mies to their Cauſe, yet accord in the Truth and 
Reality of the Facts. Now, ſince no Argu- 
ment can be form'd againſt the Certainty of 
the Goſpel Facts, but what ſerves equally 


to overthrow the Truth of all other Hiſtory, 


we muſt allow their Verity, and they will de- 
monſtrate the divine Authority of the New 
Teſtament. 

For who could he be, but the Son of God; 
who was conceiy'd in a different manner from 
the reſt of Men: who had his Birth celebrated 
with the moſt extraordinary Appearances, even 
of the heavenly Hoſt ſinging Praiſes to the 
moſt High, ſaying, Glory 10 God in the higheſt, 
on Earth, Peace, Good-Will towards Men? Was 
he not more than Man, who -at twelve Years 
of Age diſputed with the Jewiſh Doctors, and 
Rabbi's, with ſo much Underſtanding. and 
Judgment, that all the People were aſtoniſhed ? 
Who but a divine Perſon could unfold the 
Secrets of Heaven, ſtate the Terms of Man's 
Acceptance with Almighty God; and in con- 
firmation of his Miſhon, in his Diſcourſes, fre- 
quently refer to the Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament, ſhewing their Accompliſhment in 
him? What muſt he be, that could give _ 
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to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, could raiſe 
the Dead to Life, caſt out Devils, and make all 
| Things, even the Seas and Storms, obey him? 

Were twelve illiterate F riſnermen hkely to 
carry on and accompliſh any vaſt Defign ? 
Yet ſuch our bleſſed Lord choſe to accompany 
him in his benevolent Travels, and aſſured 
them after his Sufferings and Reſurrection, he 
would endue them with Power, and employ 
them to ſpread his Religion in the World. 

He roſe again exactly on the Day he had pre- 
dicted, he meets with and comforts his diſpi- 
rited and heartleſs Diſciples, encouraging them 
to preach his glorious Goſpel. For this he 
qualified them, by the plentiful Effuſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon 7 he enabled them to 
contend with Jeus, and Gentiles : to plead and 
defend their Cauſe with — before 
Rulers and Kings: and to propagate Chriſtia- 
nity, with invincible Reſolution and miracu- 
lous Speed, thorough the World, in ſpite of the 
Rage and Fierceneſs of Men and Devils, and 
to ſeal their Teſtimony with their deareſt | 
Blood. 

Theſe, theſe Facts vindicate the Goſpel, a 
gainſt all Cavilling, Scepticiſm and Levity. 
Its Foundation ſtands ſure, till the Certai 
of theſe Things can be diſproved. But all En- 
deavours this way, either from antient or modern 
Enemies, have hitherto proved unſucceſsfiil, 
and will do ſo to the End of Time. 


SECT, 
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' THAT the ſeveral Books of the Old and 
New Teſtament are canonical, were embraced 
as the Rule of Faith and Manners, and were 
writ by the Perſons to whom they are aſcrib'd, 
we ſurely learn, from the unanimous Conſent 
of Tradition, and the Teſtimony of the Church: 
And this is all the Evidence we can have of the 
Authenticneſs of any ancient Book, and it 
would be exceeding unreaſonable, and abſurd, 
to require, and expect more. 

The Age wherein the ſacred Scriptures were 
penned, was as ſure who writ ſuch and ſuch 
a Book, as we can be, of any Author who 
publiſhes in our own Time. And ſeeing the 
Perſons that lived in the Days of Mo/es and the 
Prophets, of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, muſt 
know what Books they indited ; they told it 
the next Generation ; that, the ſucceeding ; 
and ſo the holy Scriptures have been convey'd 
down all along, as Writings of divine Inſpira- 
tion, and an infallible Rule both of Doctrine 
and Manners. 
The Church is hence ſtiled the Pillar. and 
Ground of Truth, as ſhe is the Repoſitory in 
which thoſe divine Oracles are preſerv'd, that 
are the Guide and the Judge of Men's Lives. 
Though we diſcover by Tradition, the Canon 
of the Scriptures; and what Books were re- 
ceived as the Rule of Faith and Duty, and 

| which 
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which were held doubtful: yet, it does not fol- 
low, we muſt learn by the Traditions of the 
Church, wherein the Nature of Chriſtiani 
conſiſts, and make theſe the great Meaſures 
of our Thoughts and Actions. It is enough 
to be informed by Tradition, that what Chriſt 
and his holy Apoſtles taught, are writ in the 
Goſpels, Acts, and Epiſtles. For then we 
can turn to theſe Books and ſtudy them, as the 
beſt and ſafeſt Method of becoming rightly 
acquainted with the Religion of Jeſus. No 
doubt, but ſince the Apoſtles could ſpeak to 
be underſtood, they would write fo, as to be 
plain and intelligible, and not wrap their Senſe 
in Myſtery and Darkneſs, ſo as to want a ſtrong 
Body of oral Traditions to drag them out of 
their Obſcurity, and give a meaning to their 
Words. For if they wrote in ſuch a manner, 
they might as well have not writ at all. But 
this is too ſcandalous a Reflection to be caſt 
upon wiſe Men, much more upon inſpired 
Divines. 
Now, fince the Apoſtles committed the 
Goſpel to writing, and muſt write ſo as to be 
underſtood ; or otherwiſe defeat and abuſe the 
very Deſign of writing; it wou'd be a moſt 
odd, uncertain, and imperfect Manner of 
obtaining Inſtruction, merely to depend on 
this, ſuch a one told ſuch a one, and he again 
told another, and ſo on through ſeventeen 
Centuries, that ſuch a thing was Chriſt's 
Doctrine. 
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THAT the ſeveral Books of the Old and 
New 'Teſtament are canonical, were embraced 
as the Rule of Faith and Manners, and were 
writ by the Perſons to whom they are aſcrib'd, 
we ſurely learn, from the unanimous Conſent 
of Tradition, and the Teſtimony of the Church: 
And this is all the Evidence we can have of the 
Authenticneſs of any ancient Book, and it 
would be exceeding unreaſonable, and abſurd, 
to require, and expect more. 

The Age wherein the ſacred Scriptures were 
penned, was as ſure who writ ſuch and ſuch 
a Book, as we can be, of any Author who 
publiſhes in our own Time. And ſeeing the 
Perſons that lived in the Days of Moſes and the 
Prophets, of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, muſt 
know what Books they indited ; they told it 
the next Generation ; that, the ſucceeding ; 
and ſo the holy Scriptures have been convey'd 
down all along, as Writings of divine Inſpira- 
tion, and an infallible Rule both of Doctrine 
and Manners. | 
The Church is hence ſtiled the Pillar. and 
Ground of Truth, as ſhe is the Repoſitory in 
which thoſe divine Oracles are preſervd, that 
are the Guide and the Judge of Men's Lives. 
Though we diſcover by Tradition, the Canon 
of the Scriptures; and what Books were re- 
ceived as the Rule of Faith and Duty, and 
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which were held doubtful: yet, it does not fol- 
low, we muſt learn by the Traditions of the 
Church, wherein the Nature of Chriſtiani 
conſiſts, and make theſe the great Meaſures 
of our Thoughts and Actions. It is enough 
to be informed by Tradition, that what Chriſt 
and his holy Apoſtles taught, are writ in the 
Goſpels, Acts, and Epiſtles. For then we 
can turn to theſe Books and ſtudy them, as the 
beſt and ſafeſt Method of becoming rightly 
acquainted with the Religion of Jeſus. No 
doubt, but ſince the Apoſtles could ſpeak to 
be underſtood, they would write fo, as to be 
plain and intelligible, and not wrap their Senſe 
in Myſtery and Darkneſs, ſo as to want a ſtrong 
Body of oral Traditions to drag them out of 
their Obſcurity, and give a meaning to their 
Words. For if they wrote in ſuch a manner, 
they might as well have not writ at all. But 
this is too ſcandalous a Reflection to be caſt 
upon wiſe Men, much more upon inſpired 
Divines. 
Now, fince the Apoſtles committed the 
Goſpel to writing, and muſt write ſo as to be 
underſtood ; or otherwiſe defeat and abuſe the 
yery Deſign of writing ; it wou'd be a moſt 
odd, uncertain, and imperfect Manner of 
obtaining Inſtruction, merely to depend on 
this, ſuch a one told ſuch a one, and he again 
told another, and ſo on through ſeventeen 
Centuries, that ſuch a thing was. Chriſt's 
Doctrine. * 


Inſtead 
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Inſtead of ſuch an infinite Series of FP 
ſul and very much- to-· be- miſtruſted Hearſays, 
a Book is given into our Hand, well atteſted 
to he an exact Copy of the Original, which 
they writ, whoſe Dodrine we would under- 

and; for it has been kept ſacred, and deliver'd 
down from Age to Age, genuine and authen- 
tick: therefore the ſureſt way of knowing their 
real Principles muſt be with Diligence and 
Impartality, with Caro: and nn. to 
peruſe the Book. - 

The Doctrine * our bleſſed Lad, con- 
tain d i in the Writings of the Apoſtles, has not 
been. corrupted or changed "x cap what-it was 
at firſt. F or ſuch a Concern have Mankind 
had with theſe Books, that they have always 
kept a jealous Eye one upon — leſt 
any ſhould adulterate them. And as they 
are of divine Authority, we cannot queſtion 
but Providence itſelf has been peculiarly con- 
cern'd, to keep theſe pure and entire. 

The ſacred Books were ſpread abroad early, 
in innumerable Copies ; and in as many Tranſ- 
lations as there were Languages in the World. 
And Men being convinced of their heavenly 
Extraction, and divine Original, imploy d 
them as the infallible Standard of Truth, and 
Orthodoxy; and the Meaſure of all human 
Opinions. Hence, they became quoted al- 
moſt in all Books, and every body got them 
into their own hands. And now ſuppoſe there 
were ſome Perſons bold and wicked enough to 

I 8 attempt 
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attempt to foiſt' into them their own Doc- 
trines or Opinions ; or to eraſe any thing that 
was conſiderable ' out of them, there would 
have been thouſands ready and willing to have 
detected the horrid Cheat, It is morally im- 
poſſible any ſuch Alteration ſhoultl be con- 
ceal'd, neither would ſuch flagrant Prophane- 
neſs, againſt a Book {0 Juſtly held ſacred, pals 
uncenfur'd. 

It is no way probable, nor can be ſup- 
poſed, that in any Age all Men ſhould at once 
agree to new- model the ſacred Book: becauſe no 
Time hath been, when all Men were of one and 
the ſame Mind. For there always have been 
different Opinions, and every one ſtriving to 
prove his Right hy the Scriptures. Therefore 
theſe religious Struggles and Diſputes have been 
_ 3 Preſervative of the Purity of the 

ible. 

Finally, we cannot doubt, but divine Pro- 
vidence has carefully guarded the inſpired Wri- 
tings. For Almighty God, who ſaw convenient 
topubliſh his Works to the World, by the Hand 
of ſo glorious a Meſſenger as his own Son, who 
was at no ſmall Expence thereabout, will cer- 
tainly neyer ſuffer them to be defac'd, in any 
material Branch, by the pious P rauds and 
Villany of Men. And we have Reaſon to 
reckon it very ſignal and remarkable, that in 
the endleſs Number of Copys, and Verſions, 
the various Readings are ſo few, _ Senſe ſo 

6 little 
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little diſturbed, and not altered in any Point 
of Moment and Importance. ni. 

\ Theſe divine Writings. are. the Jang ng 
Means of reclaimin Sinners : and if we re uſe 
to hear them, we ſhall not be perſuaded, tho' 
one came from the Dead to preach to us. Let 


1 1 


us therefore ſeriouſſy conſult them, as they alone 


demonſtrate to us the Li of Salvation, and 
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C HAP. V. 
of Hell's Torments, and the Tos. 
of Heaven. 
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1 ERE are many Conſiderations which 


may convince us, that it is in vain to 
& any Abatements in the execution of 
the divine Threatnings, and that Men that 
continue impenitent will find Hell eternal, in 
the juſteſt Import of the Term. | 

The Habits the Soul hath, when it goes out' 
of the Body, it takes into another World: It 
is evident, that whatever Men have accuſtomed 
themſelves unto, thoſe Inclinations and Pro- 
penſities continue firm to the laſt, and do ad- 
here to the Soul in its State of Separation. 
Upon this Principle, that the Soul carries with 
it thoſe Diſpoſitions it contracts here, into the 
inviſible State, are built all thoſe Exhortations 
to root out of the Mind all vile Affections, and 
to cultivate in it all the Habits of Virtue and 
Holineſs. And it is as manifeſt, that the pre- 
vailing Deſires we have in this World, accöm- 
_ pany 
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pany. us into the next, as that we either can 
do any thing towards making ourſelves 25 
fels of Wrath, or towards being diſpoſed fo 
Gry. For what ſignifies it, whether * 
Temper be good or bad, in reſpe&t to another 

ld, if we ſhall have quite other Diſpoſi- 
tions, ven we leave this State, ' than we had 
whilſt we were in it? It muſt therefore. be 
granted, that the preſent predominant Habits 
of the Soul will attend it into the other World. 

Conſequently, that Soul, whoſe Habits are 
evil, ſhall enter into a Place of Torment. For 
as it is vicious, it can have no Reliſh for the 
chaſte and virtuous Pleaſures of Heaven ; but 
its Deſires muſt be carried after thoſe Gratiß- 
cations it enjoy d here. And finding no poſ- 
ſibility of obtaining them there, (being re- 
moved into a State of Exile from whatever is 
dear to it) of courſe, it muſt be intolerably pu- 
niſh'd by its ardent but hopeleſs Longings. 

A Sinner repeats his Crime in the ſight of 
God, as often as he with pleature recollects his 
former wicked Actions ; and it is not the want 
of Inclination; but of Ability and Opportunity, 
that reſtrains him from committing thoſe Sins 
he has been reviewing with ſatisfaction, which 
ſhews Vice ſtampt even upon the very Soul. 

A Man going out of the World under the 
| Power of evil Habits, / leaving all that ever 
were pleaſant to him behind, muſt neceſſarily 
be under exquiſite Pain in the abſence of thoſe a- 
n Entertainments. Therefora the Ground 
- ot 
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of his Torment is laid in his own Soul, and 
the Miſery he endures ariſes from his bad Diſ- 
poſitions. And "mg a Man may, and fre- 
quently: does repeat his Crimes, by calling 
em over again with pleaſure, and longing 
after them: much more then does that Soul 
do this, that in another World hath thoſe 
eager Hankerings after its old and beloved cri- 
minal Delights, which vex it to diſtraction, 
becauſe it is in a State of Separation from 
them. Conſequently, that main Objection a- 
gainſt the Eternity of Hell's Torments ſignifies 
nothing; viz. How it can be conſiſtent with 
the Equity and Goodneſs of the divine Being, 
to inflict eternal Puniſhments for temporal 
Crimes? No, they are as eternal as the Tor- 
ments; and the Eternity of the Torments 
' ariſe out of the eternal Repetition of Mens 
darling Vices, 1n Inclination-and Defire, 
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1T has already been made appear, that the 
Habits the Soul is poſſeſsd of when it leaves 
the Body, go with it into the next Life, 
and that if theſe Diſpoſitions be evil, it muſt 
neceſſarily enter into Torment. It has alſo 
been farther argued, That Sinners repeat their 
Crimes, as often as they act them over in a 
pleaſed Imagination; and that in Hell there is 
ſuch a Repetition, becauſe there they have the 
(ame vicious Inclinations they had. And there- 


fore 
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fore it is falſe to ſay temporal Crimes are pu⸗ 
niſh'd with eternal Torments ; for the Crime 
is as eternal as the Puniſhment. To prove 
which, nothing needs to be done farther but 
to ſhow, chat the vicious Affections a Man 
goes with into another World, will continue 
in his Soul for ever. 

The Streſs which is laid upon reforming 
Mens evil Habits, in this World 3 imports they 
are not to be reQified in the other. 

Why ſhould God have ſent his Son into 
the World to amend Mankind, and why is 
our Lord ſo very urgent with them to repent 
inſtantly and without delay, if they may re- 
pent and correct their vile Diſpoſitions 1 in the 
future State? At this rate, the divine Being 

muſt take impoper Meaſures with Sinners. For 
if they are ſo eaſy to be reclaim'd by Puniſh- 
ments hereafter, it would be as wiſe and good 
to ſend them thither quickly, that ſo they may 
be the ſooner reclaim'd. 

Yet, by the way, methinks, thoſe Gentle- 
men that ſuppoſe the Wicked may be reform 
ed by the Torments of another World, will 
find they are a little inconſiſtent with them- 
ſelves; 2 they will hardly allow that Virtue, 
which proceeds from fear of future Puniſh- 
ment. How then can they attribute ſo much 
Value to that Re ntance, which is occaſion d 
merely by the actual Senſe and Experience of 
thoſe- Pres as to think that it may, a 
any time, be accepted to the Releaſe of the uf. | 
ferers? But 
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But to return. How ſhall thoſe Men re- 
pent, from whom all the means of Repentance 
are withdrawn? If thoſe powerful Arguments 
they had once uſed with them would not pre- 
vail to ſubdue their Luſts, how will they con- 
quer their vicious Habits, when they ſhall 
have no Aſſiſtance; and when both the Mo- 
tives and Opportunity of doing it are n for 
ever? 

Once more. This World is the State of 
our Trial; and the next, that of our Recom- 

nce. That here we are Probationers, is al- 

owed by all. And that when once we have 
ated our Parts upon the Stage of Time, bur 
Candidateſhip for Glory will be over, is e- 
qually clear and undeniable. 8 

Finally. It is recorded in Sacred Writ, this 
ſhall be pronopnced on the ungodly and im- 
penitent, e that is unjuſt, *. him be unju 
till; and he that is filthy, let him be A 
Hill. Thus, as the Mind will be poſſeſſed of 
its corrupt 'Diſpoſitions, and act ever its Sins 

in Inclination and Will for ever, ſo it cannot 
5 be tormented for ever and ever. There- 
fore thoſe Texts that aſſert the Eternity of 
Hell's Torments, mean a real and proper Eter- 
nity ; not any indefinite, but an endleſs Du- 
rati n of Miſery and Pain. 

"There can't be more ſtrong Terms Mente, 
to expreſs the eternal Continuation of 
thing, than thoſe that are uſed concerning 
Hell 8 Torments, "Theſe ſhall go away into e- 


>. verlaſting 
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verlaſting Puniſhment. They ſhall never come 


out thence, Their M tha 2 not, neither ix 
heir Fire 8 The Smoab of their Tor- 

ments ſhall aſcend up for ever and ever. And 
they ſhall be puniſh d with everlaſting Dore. 


tron. 


interpreted, everlaſting Anni bilation. For after 
the utter Extinction of one's Being, there remains 


no Subject of Miſery. But this is ſuch De- 


ſtruction as is exerted upon a ſenſible Object, 
becauſe he is ſaid to be puniſhed with it for 
ever and ever. And Deſtruction is uſed not 
only by the ſacred, but alſo by prophane 
Authors, to expreſs the entire Ruin of a Man's 
Intereſts, and his en eme; 
wretched. _ 


In ſhort ; Spotleſs Holineſs and abſolute 


Goodneſs can in no way encourage moral Evil. 
But if the divine Being ſhould be found inſin- 
cere in his Threatnings, this would bring his 
Authority and Government under Contempt; 


and give Encouragement to the Revolt of o- 


ther Beings into Rebellion, Vice, and Miſery. 


Nou, although the Term everlaſting is uſed 


_ ſome Inſtances for an indefinite Duration; 


et, L hope, the foregoing Arguments laid to- 
gether will ſatisfy us, that when it is apply d- 
to the Torments of Hell, it muſt import an 
endleſs Duration, and fully perſuade us to be- 
lieve, the Sufferings of the Dante ſhall be 


re ally and abſolutely — 
Fe, 7 E C T. 
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"Everlaſting Deſtruction will not bear to be 
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IN reſpect to the eternal Duration of the 
Joys of Heaven, there can ſcarce be any Ob- 
1 5 formed or Diſpute raiſed: ſo clear a 

roſpect have all good Men, of being poſſeſsd 
of a Happineſs without end, and really eternal 
in the Heavens, after they once make their 
Exit off this Stage of Trial and Affliction. 

That the Soul naturally is immortal, ſee 
Chap. 2. Sect. 4. Since nothing but entire Hap- 
pineſs reighs in Heaven, Virtue muſt be per- 
fe there; becauſe as far as there is any Degree 
of Sin, ſo far there will be Miſery. But where 
Beings are compleat in Goodneſs, they are got 
beyond the power of Temptation, being al- 
ready tryed and found faithful. Now. where 
Men are immortal, perfect in Goodneſs, and 
above Temptation, they are ſecur'd in their 


eternal Happineſss. | 
The facred Books aſſert the Eternity of the 
Joys of Heaven, in a great variety of Expreſ- . 
ſions; by an incorruptible Inheritance, a never 
fading Crown, a Houſe eternal” in the Hea- 
vens, a Kingdom that cannot be moved, 4 
City that hath Foundations, and by Fulneſs of 
The Pleaſures of Heaven are the moſt di- 
vine, ſolid, and ſubſtantial, founded in the 
Virtue and Perfection of the Poſſeſſors, in the 
Sincerity of their Affection one to another, 
34 M and 


Foy and Pleaſures for evermore. 
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and in the more immediate Viſion and Fru- 
ition of God's Preſence and Favour. But it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but we 
know, that when be ſhall appear, aue ſhall be 
like him, being transformed into bis Image, and 


" 


Hall fee him as he is, ©. 


„ 


Te ſpall go away into everlaſting Puniſh+ 
ment; but the. Ryghteous into 15 eternal. 
Thus, we may be convinced of the Eternity 
of Hells Totments, and of the Joys of Hea- 
ven. 

Since Men ſhall enter upon everlaſting Hap- 
pivefs or Miſery, according as the Diſpoſitions 
of their Minds are wicked or good, they ought 
above all things to beware, at Habits they 
contract and indulge, Have a care of all evil 
Affections, as things which will for ever ex- 
clude you from Heaven, and confine you with 
Devils in thoſe Regions of Sorrow and Miſery 
from whence there's no Redemption. 

If Mankind were not ſtrangely thoughtleſs 
and inconſiderate, ftupid and hewitch'd, all 
the Pleaſures, Profits, and Honours of the 
World would never induce them to forfeit the 
Nee Heaven, and plunge them into end- 
leſs Woe and Torment. 

O what an intolerable and aggravating Cir- 
cumſtance of thoſe bitter Sufferings is it, to 
know they are eternal! ho can dewell with 
everlaſting Burnings ! who can. dwell with de- 
Vouring 55 re] Knowing the Terrors of the 
Lorg, we perſuade Men. It cuts us to out 
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very Hearts, to think that any ſhould be ſo 
fooliſh, as for the momentary Pleaſures of Sin 
to run beadlong into eternal Condemnation. 
Too conclude; Since Men have everlaſtir g 
Felicity annex d to their Duty, let no Temp- 
tations ſeduce them to quit their Hope of ſo 
reat and laſting a Reward ; but maintain your 
Bound againſt all the Efforts of your Ene- 
mies; and being found faithful unto Death, 455 
ſhall receive a Crown of immortal Glory. 
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\HE bleſſed Apoſtle; "recommending all 

Men to our Prayers, enforces this Duty 

from the Conſideration that there is but one 
God, who is the Father, and wills the Salva- 
tion of all; and who for the ſake of this gave 
his only-begotten Son out of his Boſom : I ex- 


bort therefore, that firſt of all Supplications, 


Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks 
he made for all Men.-—— For this is good and 
acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour, 
«obo would have all Men to be ſaved, and come 
to the Knowledge of the Truth. For there is 
one dat and one Mediator between God and 
Men. 
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Men. My Deſign is, at this time, from the 
Words of my Text to proye, that after Man 
had finned, 5 Mediator betwixt God and Men 
was become neceſfary, and then conſider the 
excellent Ends and Purpoſes this ſerves. 
Since 1 ſhall in the following Diſcourſe 
make uſe of the Terms Satisfation, Mediator, 
and Sacrifice, 1 ſhall endeavour firſt to N 
their Meaning. 
Sati faction is a Recompence made to ano- 
ther for ſome Wrong which hath been done, 
or for an Affront offer d him. The ſupreme 
Being | is indeed, by virtue of the abſolute Per- 
ection of his Nature, incapable of ſuffering 
any Injury; therefore Satigaction, when a 
ply'd. to him, can't be underſtood the Repa- 
ration of any Loſs or Damage. But though 
he's infinitely above receiving any Harm, yet 
he can't but have Sin, or the wilful Diſobe- 
dience of reaſonable Creatures to the Laws of 
their Nature, in the utmoſt abhorrence. Conſe- 
quently he muſt one way or other expreſs his 
Diſlike of it. Sati faction, in this caſe, means, 
that the Sinner ſhall endure the juſt n 
ment of his Tranſgreſſion; if there be none to 
repair the Honour of the Law which he has vio- 
lated, and to purchaſe for him Conditions of 
Forgivenels. . 
He who undertakes this Work i is properly 
ſtiled the Mediator between God and Men; be- 
cauſe he, by the perfect Obedience of his Life, 
; anſwers the Requirements of the Law of in- 
nocent 
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nocent Nature, and by his Sufferings and Death 
atones for Man's wilful Breach of it ; whereby 
the Deity, without winking at Sin, Which he 
can't do, propeutids new Terms of Acceptance 
Lee we, in our lapſed State, have Ability 

o perfotm : And thus God and Men are re- 
coleled by the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 

He made his righteous Soul an Offering for 
sin; or by his Paſſion repaired the Honour of 
the Law of ſpotleſs Obedience, which Man 
had broken; rendering it conſiſtent with the 

divine Perfections ins Government, to offer 
Conditions of Pardon and Acceptance with 
himſelf to Mankind, upon their Conformity 
to which, he is reconcil'd to them: and ſo is 
really and properly an expiatory and propitia- 
tory Sacrifice. 

Here it will be natural to enquire, how it 
is agreeable with the infinite Rectitude and 
Juſtice of the divine Mind to transfer the Pu- 
niſhment from the Offender to the Innocent ? 
In the Caſe before us, the innocent Perſon 
is one that has his Life entirely in his own 
Diſpoſe, he truly eſteems doing good and 
procuring a Poſſibility of Salvation to innu- 
metable Souls an Equivalent for laying down 
his Life, and ſuffering the Pains of the moſt 
bitter and cruel Death; and this he receives. 
What wrong therefore can there be in this, 
that Altnighty God, to deter his moral Sub- 
jects from future Rebellion, and more effectually 
— their Felicity, ſhould infiſt upon the 

Vindication 
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Vindication of his Government from Con- 
tempt; yet of his infinite Merey accept the 
Mediation of a third Perſon in Man's Nature, 
who will do this in our ſtead, and at the ſame 
time hath an Equivalent for his Undertakings 
and Sufferings in our behalf? No Injury is 
done to any Perſon, but the higheſt Good is 
advanced upon the whole, Therefore it is no 
Impeachment of infinite Equity to transfer, 
in this caſe, the Puniſhment from the Offen- 
der, to the Innocent, I ſhall now, as I pro- 
poſed, ſhow; that there is occaſion for the 


Appointment of a Mediator between God and 


Men. $13] 

God, that infinitely pure and perfect Spirit, 
muſt upon Mens Declenſion and Depravity be 
offended with them; yet like himſelf flow to 
execute Vengeance, and prone to forgive, he 
was ready to try to reclaim, e er he came to 
uſe Extremity with them: and becauſe Men, 
ſenſible of their Guilt and moral Impurity, 
durſt not immediately addreſs the divine Be- 


ing, he propoſed a third Perſon thro whom 


he declared the Difference ſhould be taken up, 
and Men become again reconciled to his divine 
Majeſty. e 
Tbat he was not in himſelf implacable, does 
clearly appear from his gracious Propoſal to 
decide the Controverſy he had with his Crea- 
ture Man ; and it is equally evident he was 
not altogether without Diſpleaſure and Re- 
ſentment for Mens Neglect of the Law of their 


Nature, 
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Nature, and for involving themſelves in con- 
tempt of his ſupreme Authority in moral Cor- 


ruption; becauſe the very Appointment of a 
Mediator implies that he was at vatiance with 
us. Thoſe conſequently talk in the dark, and 
heit Phraſes ſeem to have an obſcure; if any 


Meaning at all, who affect to repreſent the 


divine Mind * to Sinners antecedent 
etween him and them. Where 


to a Mediator 
as it is manifeſt from the Scriptures, that all 
God's Favours have been diſpens'd to Men by 
virtue of the Satisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
fince this is the Ground and Foundation of all 


the divine Benefits vouchſafed unto us, how 


true is it to ſay; God was propitious to Man- 
kind antecedent to the Undertakings of his 
Son ton our behalf? This is to aſſert Effects 
art antecedent to their Cauſe. 

It will naturally be urged in Reply 1 to what 
has been faid, that the ſupreme Being was 
propitious to Sinners antecedent to any Satiſ- 


faction made to his Government upon the ac- 
count of Man's Rebellion againſt it, other- 
wiſe he would not have given his Son for our 
Redemption. What do Men mean by the 
Propitiouſneſs of the Deity ? Do they intend: 


that God was at peace with Mankind” before 


he paid any regard to the Honour of his vio- 
lated Law, or ſtated new Terms of RE: 


in order to our Acceptance with him? | 
This cannot be, becauſe if the Breach was 
Hready: made up, why ſhould he ſend his Son 


at 
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ac all? + Surely Perſons only intend by the es 
being originally propitious to Jinners what all 

— allow, that he was hot implacable and 
— to be reconciled; but of his matchleſs | 
Love, and - boundleſs Goodnef, enter d into | 
ſuch Meaſures with us, that upon Satisfaction 
being given to his violated Law, and upon | 
our Conformity to thoſe. Terms, he ſhould — = 


think proper for the time to come to ſettle | 
with us, he he-would be propitious ; 7. e. gracious | 
and merciful in taking us into favour, Every 1 
one therefore may obſerve a wide difference | 
between Placableneſs and Propitiouſneſs ; the | 
one ſignifies that a Perſon is actually appeaſs | 
able; the other, that he is actually appeaſed: | 


God was originally willing to be reconciled to 
Sinners; but he is really at peace with us, as 
Chriſt has done honour to his broken Cove- 
i nant; and as we anſwer the Rag of yore! | 
{ Law in his holy Goſpel. _ | 
It follows; that the bleſſed * ads as 
Mediator with God for Men, as he has given 
in our ſtead full and complete Satisfaction for 
the Violation of the original Law of our Na- | 
ture: and he acts as Mediator from God to 
Men, by all the various ways wherein he treats | 
2 with us, to perſuade us into ſincere Obedience 
to the divine Will. Hence he is ſaid 70 have | 
been made Sin for us, to be the Propitiation for 
; our Sins, and to be our Peace. | 
It may be alledged, that theſe Phraſes, He 
ts 's made Sin for us; &c. with many others of | 
N 
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1 the fame Import, are uſed purely for this rea- 
ſon, God would have the Death of Chriſt 


ſpoken of under the Notion of a Sacrifice, to 


- wean Mankind from the Sacrifices they were 
accuſtom'd to offer unto him. What would 
Men argue from hence? That the divine Be- 


ing — tepreſent the Death of bis Son as 


17 being ſomething which it really was not. The 


— Inference rather is, that Chriſt did die as 
oper Sacrifice, becauſe God affinns it. If 


15 UE Death of Chriſt muſt be repreſented as a 


Sacrifice, to aboliſh all the legal Sacrifices, it 


would be much more effegtual to this purpoſe 


to make it appear he died a real 1 proper 
Sacrifice, as, St. Paul has done ſufficiently in the 


6, 6, 75 8. 9;and 10: een of his Epiſtle 


to the Hi 9 


That there was ogcaſion for a Mediator, 


and that God, placable in his own Nature, 


appointed his Sen to act in this Character, be- 
ing vindicated, ! ive are now 10 examine into 


| the e ee it. A n 1 


The Mediator between God and Men is not 
(as ſome Pooliltuy imagine) t0 rell and lean 
pan, ne a Perſon ordain d to do all for us; 
is he one, as others affect ridiculouſly 

alk, Who is to ſuggeſt ſome new Argu- 
hn in our behalf to the Deity, which, 4 
was. à Stranger to before; yet he advanced 


thoſe Reaſons which God, in Vindication of 


the Authority of his Government, . thought 
youd 0 4 equire, ger 15 would enter Ag new 
erms 
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Terms of Reconciliation with Sinners: 5; e: 
he gave Satisfaction to God for-Man's Viola. by 
tion of the original Law of his Nature, and 
hereby rendred it conſiſtent with the Sacred- 
neſs of the divine Authority, to propoſe new 
Conditions of Peace and Acceptance with him- 
ſelf to Sinners : at ne and the fame time he 
anſwer' d the Demaßids of the firſt; and pur- 
chaſed the new Covenant. One great End of 
a Mediator therefore, 

Iſt, Is to expreſs to Mankind God's Ab- 
horrence of Sin; and that he will not diſpenſe 
with our wilful Violation of his Laws, but 
will infiſt upon it that their Demands be an- 
ſwered. Had the divine Being winked at 
Man's Diſobedience, and called for no Satiſ- 
faction to the Honour of his Government, 
this might have given too great occaſion to 
future Rebellion; — now none can = whh 
hopes of Impunitʒ. 

_ 2dly, Another wiſe and good End of a Me- 
diator between God and Men, is to render us 
highly ſenſible at what an infinite Diſtance all 
moral Depravity removes us ftom God: Per- 
ſons, ſtained with Guile, can't expect to oo 
with acceptance from the divine Majeſty; but 
through the Interceſſion of him, who in our 


Nature i hc and harmleſs, pure and per- 
fect: who did no ſin, neither was Guile found 
in him. This . and ſpotleſs Perſon 
Mill not take our Names into his Li ps, ot me. 


dlate For us, with the Father, unleſs toi the 
W 
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utmoſt of -our Powers we imitate his Example 
in abhotring Sin, in doing good, and in being 
pure in Heart and Life. Men muſt advance 
in univerſal Virtue, and endeavour tobe con- 
formed to the Likeneſs of Chriſt, or he will 
be no Mediator for them. He is one with 
the Father in this particular, The Faoliſb ſhell 
not ſtand in his ſgt, be hatetb all the Workers 
of: iniquity. The ſincerely penitent, humble 
and - a 9 ſhall alone find favour with him, 
Theſe will he preſent without Spot before the 
Preſence. of infinite Purity and Holineſs ; all 
others he will ſeparate and baniſh for ever 
from the Fruition of God and Happineſs. Can 
there be a more powerful Argument to uni- 
verſal Holineſs, than the Ordination of ſuch a 
Mediator between the ſupreme Being and Man- 
kind: or that every time we approach unto 
God we ſhould do it in his Name, who in 
our Nature lived ſuch an innocent and uſeful 
Life ? Can there be a greater Motive to Vir- 
tue, than ſp often to remember and mention 
in the divine Preſence ſuch a perfect en | 
of all Goodneſs? . - 

Idly, Such a Mediator with God, yields. us 
the moſt divine Encouragement and Afurance 
of our Acceptance with him, if we be ſincere 
1n our Obedience ; becauſe hereby. Men are 
fully ſatisfied that complete Satisfaction has 
been rendted to the divine Being, in our ſtead; 
for the Violation of the original Law of dur 
Nature. T oo that * now treats With 

| q V$ 
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us. upon Terms agreeable to the . and 
Imbecility of our Foren. incapable of unfin- 
ning Perfection. 
We ſalſo have a great High-Prief who hath 
been tempted in all points as we are, and con- 
ſequently is touched with a feeling of our In- 
firmities, and knows how to have compaſſion 
on the Ignorant, and on them that are out of 
the way. The Throne of God is henceforth 
a Throne of Grace to every penitent and de- 
vout Mind. Our bleſſed Lord, to put the mat- 
ter out of doubt, and to confirm our Faith, 
ſays with a ſolemn Aſſeveration, Verily, verily, 
— — ye ſhall aſk the Father i in my Name, 
be will give it you, John xvi. 23. Hitherto 
have you aſked nothing in my Name; aſe and ye 
ſhall receive, that. your Foy may be full Ye 
ſhall aſe in my Name : and I jay unto you, that 
Iwill pray the Father for v. For I leuve the 
World, and go to the Fatber. 
Finally, The chriſtian Mediator * che 
noble and glorious End of aboliſhing all the 
Sacrifices both of Jews and — : The 
Son of God becoming a Mediator | between 
God and Men, and making his righteous 'Soul 
an Offering for Sin; there is henceforth no 
occaſion to have recourſe. to any other Inter- 
ceſſors, nor ta offer up any more Sacrifices ; 
but to come into the Preſence of the divine 
Being, upon account of that all- ſufficient Atone- 
ment, the Blood d of — 8 _ Ranges 
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2 Sin; and the Abteptarice 'of alt thoſe with 

od, that a of 4 Broken and contrite Spi rit, 

= have a e Love to the divine Be- 

0 Gebt! im e even to the End 
their Lives. | NY! end 
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